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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics of physical setting of adult day care as a place
for the elders and adult and to develop an basic understanding of the architectural program and physical
setting for adult day care for the cognitively- impaired in the U.S.A. The data was collected from 13 Adult
Day Care CenterstADCC) from 2001 to 2002 by interview and the documents about those facilities.
Physical environment should be viewed as an element in the care of individuals with dementia, and that the
principles used to plan and design environment should be consistent with the principles used in providing
other aspects of care. The results of the study provided the information about the best condition of physical
setting of ADCC for the elderly with dementia. Memory Loss Adult Day Center and St. Ann Center for
Intergenerational Care have better architectural program than other facilities. It is the hope of this study to
provide guideline for design and care professionals with a first draft of a “sense-making” template and to slow
down the progression of the disease by the appropriate physical environment.
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