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Difference of Caring Needs According to Caring Experience of
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study were to find out the difference of needs of caring between care-givers and non
care-givers, and to suggest the way of lessening vigorous task of care-givers for the elderly with dementia.
Data were collected from 130 nationwide respondents intentionally divided into two groups; care-givers and
non care-givers in the middle aged with middle and upper income. Collected data were analyzed by
frequency, percentage, t-test using SPSS package.

Since the result of survey, unexpectedly, showed no difference between two groups, it could be explained
as that these two groups commonly had same needs of caring for the elderly with dementia.

Major findings were as follows; 1) Most Koreans still thought family should be the main care-giver for the
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elderly with dementia prior to nation or society. 2) Responsibility of caring for the elderly with dementia
would be better to be shared with children instead of focusing to a child. 3) They thought ideal residential
facilities for the elderly with dementia were small-scale professional dementia facility{group home) rather than
home or general elderly housing. 4) Professional dementia care hospital was one of the most needed facilities
for the elderly with dementia, followed by short-stay and day-care center. 5) It was revealed care-giving task
was vigorous showing that most care-givers spent 1-5 hours a day for caring, while 13% of respondents
spent 11-24 hours a day. 6) 90% of care-givers took the responsibility of main care-giver because of duty of
offsprings or spouses, and wanted to be free from their current circumstances.

From the result of this survey, researchers would like to suggest the establishment of diverse facilities for
professional dementia care to lessen the caring burden for the elderly with dementia: group home, chronic
hospital, short-stay, day-care center. Financial support from the government for the housing renovation of
the caring families should be considered seriously afterward. It is needed to give the opportunity to select
proper paid dementia care facilities according to their income and situation of household.
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