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< Abstract>

The purpose of the study was to investigate the differences in attitudes toward emergent literacy between
mothers and fathers in relation to two types of early educational centers and to explore relationships between
the parents’ attitudes toward literacy and their home literacy environment. The subjects were 1626 parents
(813 mothers, 813 fathers), who had three to five years old children, from 14 kindergartens and 11 daycare
centers in Seoul. The questionnaire based on Kwon's instrument of emergent literacy attitude (1999} was
used. The data were analyzed by two-way ANOVAs, and correlation.

The results were as follows : First, there were significant differences in attitudes toward literacy between the
mothers and the fathers in relation to their children’s ages. The parents of three-year-old children had more
positive attitudes toward literacy than ones of five-year-old. The mothers had more positive attitudes toward
literacy than the fathers, excepts in reading instructions and writing development. Second, the fathers with
daughters had more positive attitudes toward literacy than ones with sons. Third, the kindergarten parents had
more positive attitudes toward literacy than daycare parents. Fourth, there were significantly positive correlations
between the parents’ attitudes toward emergent literacy for young children and their home literacy environments.
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