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Landscape Design for Renovation of the Second Namsan Tunnel

Kim, Shin-Won

Major in Landscape Architecture, College of Art and Design, Kyung Hee University

ABSTRACT

The Second Namsan Tunnel required renovation. The landscape design was conducted as part of the
comprehensive programs for renovation. The landscape design covered site analysis, design development, a
working drawing and a maintenance plan. In May of 2001, the Second Namsan Tunnel was renovated and
reopened to traffic.

The tunnel was recreated as a new type of tunnel with function and beauty. The entrance and retaining
wall of the tunnel has public character. Users are greatly affected by the entrance and retaining walls along
roads. The landscape architect had to find new materials and methods to improve the environment and to
combine artwork with the entrance and walls of the tunnel.

The surface of the tunnel entrance and retaining walls are artistically treated with ceramic tiles and paint.
Various regional characteristics and cultural meaning are symbolically expressed. On the tunnel entrance from
the Joong-gu side, entitled “Glory of the Future”, the hibiscus symbolizes the bright and glorious future of
Korea. On the retaining walls, entitled “Hope”, the promising Joong-gu is symbolized through image of Korean
magpies, mountains, rocks, roses, winds and nature. As for the tunnel entrance from the Yongsan-gu side,
entitled “Vivid Spirit”, pine trees symbolize the Koreans' strong will and an enterprising spirit. On the retaining
walls, entitled “Lively Motions”, Yongsan-gu is symbolized through image of pigeons, mountains, rocks, roses,
winds and clear skys.

The entrance and retaining wall of the Second Namsan Tunnel, whose surfaces are treated with tiles
and paint with artistic value, would create an atmosphere using large-scale wall paintings. In this artwork,
users would perceive a unique sense of place through the symbolic images of the vertical planes of the tunnel.
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