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This study was conducted to compare protected areas of South and North Korea based on international

conservation criteria and recommend new fundamental directions for nature conservation policy.

International

conservation criteria used by this research were the 1994 TUCN protected area categories, composed of 6
management categories. Despite a variety of types and names of protected areas created by different domestic

legislations,

South Korea was revealed to have only two types of protected areas, Category IV and V,

indicating the significant lack of ecological diversity and representativeness in its protected area system.
Shockingly, there are no national parks meeting IUCN criteria in South Korea. On the other hand, North
Korea has three TUCN Categories of II, I, IV and thus more balanced and ecologically representative
protected area network than South Korea. Especially, North Korea maintains 9 national parks to be officially
recognized by IUCN and UN. However, both South and North Korea should make sincere effort to have new
and well-designed protected area system including all IUCN Categories I-VI and particularly a minimum area

in the stricter protected area categories.
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2.2. 1994 TUCN 7]1& ~V7IAE NZE EFAAY 712 3How ¢

198413 CNPPAT 197839 Al w329 BF4 ¢ wA Category VI~X-& A9 AL #otalg
A HAEsL 288 /MA &A4s FA87] 948 th o] At 1992 wv|F Akl A RHA A4zt
SEAAIE TAASE I, o YU 53 Ad AA TEHTY 2 AdRIAY 3jelo] FFr]o] A
BEzge] AFsln dve FU, dARAAYE, 2 fvﬂlﬂl— A Qg dosidrt o] Ay
a8 32 ARRIAGe] #¥E MedsE JUCN £ IUCNR 19944 A2 BHAAS 4319
3 A4L nASAT SEAYLHY BaNE 1990 1994 JUCN 24| 71#& Ad5549E e
W ex~EgdeloleA 712 % IUCN 34 CNPPA o wel 67 HBFE Vran Z HEE Hog
slolo) A& 19783 BFAA 2 Category [ M3 stz 2 cHTable 1).

Table 1. The 1994 IUCN protected area categories

Categories

Main Objective

Definition

Strict Nature
Reserve/
Wilderness Area

Category 1

Strict Nature

Category la Reserve

Category Ib Wilderness Area

Category II  National Park

Natural

C
ategory I Monument

Habitat/Species
Category IV Management
Area

Protected
Landscape/
Seascape

Category V

Managed
Resource
Protected Area

Category VI

Protected area
managed mainly for
science or wilderness

protection

Protected area
managed mainly for
science

Protected area
managed mainly for
wilderness protection

Protected area
managed mainly for
ecosystem protection

and recreation

Protected area
managed mainly for
conservation of
specific natural
features

Protected area
managed mainly for
conservation through

management

intervention

Protected area
managed mainly for
landscape/seascape

conservation and
recreation

Protected area
managed mainly for
the sustainable use

of natural
ecosystems

Area of land and/or sea possessing some outstanding or
representative  ecosystems, geological or physiological
features and/or species, available primarily for scientific
research and/or environmental monitoring.

Large area of unmodified or slightly modified land, and/or
sea, retaining its natural character and influence, without
permanent or significant habitation, which is protected and
managed so as to preserve its natural condition.

Natural area of land and/or sea, designated to (@) protect
the ecological integrity of one or more ecosystems for
present and future generations, (b) exclude exploitation or
occupation inimical to the purposes of designation of the
area and (¢) provide a foundation for spiritual, scientific,
educational, recreational and visitor opportunities, all of
which must be environmentally and culturally compatible.

Area containing one, or more, specific natural or
natural/cultural feature which is of outstanding or unique
value because of its inherent rarity, regresentative or

aesthetic qualities or cultural significance.

Area of land and/or sea subject to active intervention for
management purposes so as to ensure the maintenance of
habitats and/or to meet the requirements of specific
species.

Area of land, with coast and sea as appropriate, where the
interaction of people and nature over time has produced an

area of distinct character with significant aesthetic,
ecological and/or cultural value, and often with high
biological diversity. Safeguarding the integrity of this

traditional interaction is vital to the protection, maintenance
and evolution of such an area.

Area containing predominantly unmodified natural systems,
managed to ensure long term protection and maintenance
of biological diversity, while providing at the same time a
sustainable flow of natural products and services to meet
community needs.

Source: IUCN, 1994: 17-23
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Table 2. Matrix  of protected area management
objectives and 1994 IUCN categories

lalbII M IV V VI
Scientific research 13 2 2 2 2 3
3 - 2

Management objective

Wilderness protection 2 1 2 3

Preservation of species and

L . 21 1 1 2 1
genetic diversity

Maintenance of
environmental services
Protection of specific
natural/cultural features

Fourtsm and recreation -2 1 1 3 1 3
Education - - 2 2 2 2 3
Sustainable use of resources - 3 3 - 2 2 1

Maintenance of cultural
traditional attributes

- 1 2

Kev 1 primary objective, 2 secondary objective,
3 potentially applicable objective, - not applicable
Source: TUCN, 1994: 8
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Table 3. Summary of protected areas in WCPA Region
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‘East Asia’

WCPA Region 'East Asia’

Ia/lb o m I\% v VI TOTAL
Country Area Ar A Ar
Y Sakm) | n VS N I I Arca o, IN Arca . |\ @, |a. Ara | Arca
No- gt 2 [N sakm 1N st N sadow N Sk N (Sqkan) N
China  9597.000| 37 486,282 5.07| 20 8156 0.08| 44 1297 001|205 56,369 0.59|101 46,291 048|403 84012 082|810 652407 7.11
China - , . oeal o o . ; .
. 32 18 28  264| 25 433 40.77) 43 461 4341

Tlong Kong

Japan 360700 1 1h 272 0077 15 12959 351 534837 13113 7522 203 9 25000 692

Korea,
Pemocratic ., 9 1501 123)12 107 009[10 15%0 127 331N 2
People’s
Republic of

Rored, g0 115 10365 03720 6473 638 WV OGRN 695
Republic of
Portugal - _

Macao

Mongolia  1,565.000| 11 102,218 653] 6 48596 3.J1[ 17 9978 064] 1 499 0.03 35161291 1031
Taiwan B0 I8 632 171 6 3222 872 9 82 022 33 348060 1065

Total 11,790.494 81 589,404 5.00| 56 74434 063 73 11,382 0.10|306 63,730 0.54}159 60,719 0511403 84,012 0.7° {1,078 883681 7.49
Source - Green, M. J. B. and J. Paine, 1997: 38
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Table 4. Protected areas of South and North Korea
recorded in 1997 United Nations List of
Protected Areas

. . TUCN ear
Legal Designation Categorv ha)hitablmhed
IKOREA, REPUBLIC OF
Historic National Park
Kyongju \
Marine National Park

13,816 1968

Hallvo-Tlaesang Sea \' 51,032 1968
1" ae-an~hae~an Seashore v 32,39 1978
Tadolhae-Taesang Sea A% 234,491 1981
National Park
Ch'iak Mountain v 18,209 1984
Chiri Mountain \ 44,045 1967
Chuwang Mountain v 10558 1976
[Talla Mountain v 14,900 1970
Kava Mountain A 8,016 1972
Kyervong Mountain \% 6112 1968
Naejung Mountain v 7,603 1972
QOdae Mountain \' 29,850 1975
Puk’an Mountain \% 7,845 1983
Pyonsan  Bando Peninsula \ 15,700 1988
Sobaeksan v 32,050 1987
Songni Mountain AY 28,340 1970
Sorak Mountain v 37,300 1970
Togyu Mountain v 21,900 1970
Wolchlul Mountain v 4,188 1988
Worak Mountain A 28,450 1984
National Ecologiacal System
Preservation Area
Chiri Mountain v 2,020 1989
Myongi tu?d th)nggye Mounts v 2,500 1093
and River Chojongchon
Nakdong River Mount I\% 3.421 1989
Nuture [leserve
Iallasan 1Y% 9,187 1966
Iongdo Island I\ 587 1965
Soraksan v 17,374 1965
KOREA, DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
National Purk
Kuwol il 18,000 1959
Lake Jangjin a 9,600 1981
Lake Sohung I 5,300 1981
Monggum Dort il 5,000 1981
Mount Chilbo | 30,000 1976
Mount Jingsu o 3,000 1981
Mount Kumgang i 60,000 1959
Mount Myohyang I 16,033 1959
Pakyon I 3,190 1981
Natural Monument
Kumgangguksu m 1,500 1986
Paektu-san Korean Tiger m 5,000 1980
Phanmun m 1,000 1985
Samjivon Deer m 3,000 1980
Natural Reserve
Mount Oga v 6,000 1939
Mount Paekdu v 132,000 1959
Protected Area
Chail Peak v 2,459 1976
Jangsan Cape \% 2,580 1976
Kosong Bav v 2,000 1976
Scenery Reserve
Musudan vV 9,000 1976

Source © IUCN, 1998 162-163
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Table 5. Summary of protected areas recorded in 1990/1997 United Nations List of Protected Areas
Year A Ia/lb 1 m v % v TOTAL
. . rea
of UN Country (Sakm) | N Aren | N Arca o |x Area N Arca o |\ Area o N Area o |x Area
List TN a7 sakm N sk T Sakmy 0 | satm 7N gk T sk
South g 145 17 5778 587 17 5T 58T
Korea
North .
9 9 jSrts
190 Kerey 122310 1 49 0% 1 M0 ol 251 047
Japen 0700 | 6 90 002 15 12991 351 3 3446 093] 13 7497 203 65 2402 650
China 9307000 4 1010 001 B 28461 228 R0 219471 229
South  u 1gs 6 31 03620 6473 658 % GRA 63
Korea
North . - - . - o o
1997 Koren 122310 9 1502 123) 4 105 000) 6 150 196 19 3147 257
Japen 369700 | 8 244 007| 15 12960 351 X476 12013 7522 203 65 25503 690
China 9307000 37 496283 507| 20 8157 008 9 1197 001|149 56211 059| 63 46606 049|330 83725 087|608 6R2179 7.11
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