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A Study on Breakfast Patterns and Preference of
Elementary School Children in Inchon Area
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Department of Food and Nutrition, Gachon-gil College, Inchon 405-701, Korea

Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate the breakfast patterns and preference with 380 elementary school
student in Inchon city using questionnaires. As a result, the subjects were mostly eaten steamed rice with other
side dishes and also expected Korean-style steamed rice as a breakfast. The main reason of skipping meal was
lack of time. Gruel, bread, cereal, noodle were hardly selected as a breakfast. BMI(body mass index) and Broca
index were normal range. Therefore, these results need to provide nutritional education for the elementary school
students and reflect the patterns of breakfast through importance and diversity.
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Table 1. General characteristics of subjects N(%)

Variables Father Mother
Family size 36 = 11"
) < High school 183(55.1) 245(71.5)
Education level
> College 149(44.9)  98(28.5)
Professional 62(17.5)  22( 6.0)
. Office worker  165(46.2)  73(20.2)
Occupation
Laborer 13( 3.7 19 5.3)
Unemployed 116(32.6)  184(51.0)
Apartment 197(53.7)
House Tenement 137(37.2)
Mansion 33( 9.0)
Father 9 2.5)
Mother 338(92.9)
Breakfast
Housekeeper 0( 0.0)
preparer
Grand mother 9( 2.5)
Others 8( 2.2)
Dining time 13.7 + 6.1%
") Mean + S.D
sk
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Table 2. Height, weight and body indices

Variables Mean = SD
Height(cra) 1435 * 102
Weight(kg) 382 £ 154
BMI(kg/tn®) 181 + 29
Broca Index 09 = 04
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Table 3. Patterns of breakfast N(%0)
Times per week 1~2 i~4 5~6 Every day Total
Skipping 47(45.2) 18(17.3) 14(13.5) 25(24.0) 104( 140)
Gruel 8(57.1) 4(28.6) 1( 7.1) 1( 7.1) 14( 19)
Steamed rice with others 24( 7.6) 41(12.9) 76(24.1) 175(55.4) 316( 42.6)
Bread 57(64.8) 14(15.9) 8( 9.1) % 9.1) 88( 11.9)
Milk, soy product 31(52.5) 10(16.9) 4( 6.8) 14(23.7) 59( 8.0)
Cereal 54(65.8) 14(17.1) 5( 6.1) 9(11.0) 82( 11.1)
Rice cake 13(86.7) 1( 6.7) 1( 6.7) 0( 0.0) 15( 2.0)
Instant noodle 24(75.0) 8(25.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 3 43)
Pizza 4(66.7) 2(33.3) o 0.0) 0( 0.0) 6 08)
Com, potato, sweet potato 4(57.1) 2(28.6) 0 0.0) 1(14.3) 2 09)
Raw powered grain (77.8) 0( 0.0) o 0.0) 2222) 9o 01)
Others 2(22.2) 1(11.1) 1(11.1) 5(55.6) 9 01)
Total 275(37.1) 115(15.5) 110(14.8) 241(32.5) 741(100 0)
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Table 4. Expected patterns of breakfast N(%)
Times per week 1~2 3~4 5~6 Every day Total
Gruel 11(50.0) 8(36.4) 0( 0.0) 3(13.6) 22( 2.2
Steamed rice with others 25(12.3) 41(20.2) 34(16.8) 103(50.7) 203(20.1)
Bread 35(47.3) 16(21.6) 11(14.9) 12(16.2) 74( 73)
Cereal 49(38.6) 41(32.3) 97D 28(22.0) 127(12.6)
Rice cake 14(717.8) 2(1L.1) 0( 0.0) 2(11.1) 18( 1.8)
Instant noodle 28(50.9) 13(23.6) 2 3.6) 12(21.8) 55( 5.4)
Pizza 30(50.9) 9(15.3) 6(10.2) 13(22.0) 58( 5.7)
Com, potato, sweet potato 13(52.0) 3(12.0) 3(12.0) 6(24.0) 25( 2.5)
saute powdered grain 27(57.4) 7(14.9) 5(10.6) 8(17.0) 47( 4.7)
Raw powered grain 8(80.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 2(20.0) 10( 1.0y
Neutraceutical food 6(31.6) 421.1) 1( 5.3) 8(42.1) 19( 1.9)
Milk, soy product 16(28.6) 12(21.4) 10(17.9) 15(26.8) 56( 5.5
Juice 16(31.4) 13(25.5) 7(13.7) 15(29.4) 51( 5.0
Coffee, tea 4(40.0) 1(10.0) 1(10.0) 4(40.0) 10( 1.0)
Steak 39(37.5) 24(23.1) 10( 9.6) 31(29.8) 104(10.3)
Eggs 25(52.1) 13(27.1) 4 8.3) 6(12.5) 43( 4.8)
Ham 29(39.2) 18(24.3) 10(13.5) 17(23.0) 74( 73)
Others 2(22.2) 1(11.1) 3(33.3) 3(33.3) 9 0.9

Total 377(37.3) 226(22.4) 116(11.5) 288(28.5) 1,010(100.0)
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Table 5. Skipping breakfast N(%)
ippi Lack of ti 1% 25 .
Reasons of skipping ack of time C 291 Anything to et before  Nothing 37 (425)
breakfast Low appetite 33( 50.0)
. lanch Water 20( 23.0)
For more sleeping 14( 18.4) )
To lose weight 2 2.6) Milk 1( 12.6)
Others 3 4.0) Cracker, cookies  7( 8.0)
- T Candies 8( 9.2)
Total 76(100.0)
—_— Chocolate 1I( L1)
Hungry time After first clags 0 0.0) Sandwich 10 1Y)
After second class  12( 16.4) .
. Fruits 2( 2.3)
After third class 35( 48.0)
At lunch time 25( 34.2)
Total 72(100.0) Total 87(100.0)
Efou ¢ ¥ the #3e 45U &5 0 Table 4s]4 obg5e] obo® =i yox W
e SEA vehta 9tk ohaAtel §3S AR W VRS S Ak
Table 6. Steamed rice as for breakfast N(%)
Classification N(%)
. Lack of . . .- ..
Convenient time Ensy to digest Nutritious  Delicious Be served  Others Total
Reasons for
steamed rice  19( 6.5)  2( 0.7) 13( 4.5) 73(25.0)  S4(18.5)  108(37.0) 23( 7.9) 292(100.0)
Times 1~-2 34 5~6 Every day Total
Kinds of Steamed rice only 36(14.0) 47(18.3) 50(19.5)  124(48.3) 257(50.5)
steamed rice  Rice with barley 48(64.0) 14(18.7) 3( 4.0) 10(13.3) 75(14.7)
Rice with bean 535700 16(17.2)  11(11.8)  13(14.0) 93(18.3)
Rice with other grain 40(47.0) 9(10.6) 15(17.6) 20(23.5) 85(16.7)
Total 17734.8)  86(16.9)  79(15.5)  167(32.8)  509(100.0)
Side dishes Namul(Korean vegetable) 69(47.2) 43(29.5) 12( 8.2) 22(15.1) 146(11.9)
Fish 91(585.2) 54(32.7) 13( 7.9) 7( 4.2) 165(13.4)
Meat 91(55.2) 52(31.5) 17(10.3) 5( 3.0) 165(13.4)
Egg 101(48.8)  55(26.6)  31(149)  20( 9.7)  207(16.9)
Seaweeds 52379y 38(27.7)  22(16.1)  25(182)  137(11.2)
Kimchi 28(11.8)  20( 84)  24(10.1)  165(69.6)  237(19.3)
Others(Anchovy, squid, sesame leave) 58(34.1) 46(27.1) 28(16.5) 38(22.4) 170(13.9)
Total 490(39.9) 89(25.1)  147(12.0)  282(23.0)  510(100.0)
Soup Dried pollack 49(79.0) 3(12.9) 5( 8.1) 0( 0.0) 62( 7.6)
Brown seaweed 96(66.2)  39(26.9) 5( 3.5) 5(3.5) 145(17.7)
Vegetable(spinach, bean sprout) 55(50.0) 40(36.0) 11( 9.9) 5( 4.5) 111(13.5)
Soy bean paste 78(37.1) 76(36.2) 37(17.6) 19( 9.0) 210(25.6)
Meat 5347.3)  38(339)  16(14.3) 545  112(13.7)
Soybean curd 69(53.5) 40(31.0) 12( 9.3) 8( 6.2) 129(15.7)
Kimchi 18(35.3)  17(333)  13(25.5) 3( 5.9) 51 6.2)
Total 418(51.0)  258(31.5)  99(12.1)  45( 5.5)  820(100.0)
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Table 7. Bread as for breakfast
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Classification N(%%)
. Lack of . .. ..
Convenient fime Easy to digest Nutritious Delicious Be served  Others Total
Reasons for Bread o7 4 7014.9) 0( 0.0) 0(00)  931.7)  4(85)  0(0.0) 47(100.0)
Times 1~2 3~4 5~6 Every day Total
Kinds of bread Toast 20(68.9) 6(20.7) 1( 3.4) 2( 6.9) 29(22.1)
Sandwich 9(69.2) 4(30.8) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 13( 9.9)
Hard-roll, Baguette 14(73.7) 2(10.5) 2(10.5) 1( 5.3) 19(14.5)
Morning roll 8(57.1) 5(35.7) 1( 7.1) 0( 0.0) 14(10.7)
Twist bread 14(58.3) 7(29.1) 3(12.5) 0( 0.0) 24(18.3)
Cake 7(63.6) 1( 9.1) 2(18.2) 1( 9.1) 11( 8.4)
Doughnut 6(75.0) 1(12.5) 1(12.5) 0( 0.0) 8( 6.0)
Pizza 8(88.9) 1(11.1) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) % 6.9)
Others 3(75.0) 0( 0.0) 1(25.0) 0( 0.0) 4 3.0)
Total 89(67.9)  27(20.6)  11( 8.4) 4031 131(100.0)
Side dishes Milk, soy products 18(39.1) 6(13.0) 7(15.2) 15(32.6) 31(30.9)
Coffee, tea 5(55.6) 2(22.2) 0( 0.0) 2(22.2) 9 6.0)
Juice 10(71.4) 2(14.3) 1( 7.1) 1( 7.1) 14( 9.4)
Soup 5(62.5) 1(12.5) 1(12.5) 1(12.5) 8( 5.4)
Fruits 5(45.5) 5(45.5) 0( 0.0) 1( 9.1) 11( 7.4)
Jam 4(36.4) 5(45.5) 2(18.2) 0( 0.0) 11( 7.4)
Butter, mayonnaise 3(50.0) 2(33.3) 1(16.7) 0( 0.0) & 4.0)
Cheese, yogurt 6(42.9) 6(42.9) 2(14.3} 0( 0.0) 14( 9.4)
Eggs 6(50.0) 2(16.7) 216.7) 2(16.7) 12( 8.1)
Ham, sausage, bacon 6(54.5) 3(27.3) 2(18.2) 0( 0.0) 11( 7.4)
Corn, potato, sweet potato 5(83.3) 1(16.7) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 6 4.0)
Others 1(10.0) o( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 0.7)
Total 74(49.7) 35(23.5) 18(12.1) 22(14.8) 149(100.0)
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Table 8. Cereal as for breakfast

Classification N(%)

Convenient Lack of time Easy to digest Nutritious Delicious Be served  Others Total

Reasons for cereal  27(57.4) 4( 8.5) 0( 0.0) 1(2.1)  14298)  1(21)  0( 0.0) 47(100.0)
Times 1~2 5~4 5~6 Every day Total

Kinds of cereal  Corn flake 16(50.0) 8(25.0)  3( 94) 5(15.6) 32(30.0)

Corn frost 8(28.6) 9(32.1)  6(21.4) 5(17.9) 28(26.2)

Rough flake 3(50.0) 0( 0.0)  2(33.3) 1(16.7) 6 5.6)

Almond flake 8(50.0) 4250)  1( 63) 3(18.8) 16(15.0)

Choco-ball 14(63.6) 4182)  3(13.6) 1( 4.5) 22(20.6)

Others 1033.3) 1333) 0 0.0) 1(33.3) 3( 2.8)

Total 2846.7)  26(24.3)  15(140)  16(150)  107(100.0)

Side dishes Milk, soy products 20(42.6) 11(23.4) 5(10.6) 11(23.4) 47(46.5)

Coffee, tea 5(71.4) 2286)  0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) U 6.9)

Juice 5(62.5) 2A250)  1(12.5) 0( 0.0) 8( 7.9)

Soup 2(50.0) 2A50.0) 0 0.0) 0( 0.0) 4( 4.0)

Fruits A(57.1) 1043)  1143) 114.3) 7 6.9)

Cheese, yogurt 5(50.0) 2(20.0) 3(30.0) 0( 0.0) 10( 9.9)

Eggs 466.7) 1(167) 0 0.0) 1(16.7) 6( 5.9)

Ham, sausage, bacon 5(71.4) 0( 0.0) ' 2(28.6) 0( 0.0) 7( 6.9)

Corn, potato, sweet potalo 4(80.0) 1(20.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 5( 5.0)

Total 5453.5)  22121.8)  12(11.9)  13(12.9)  101(100.0)

Table 9. Rice cake as for breakfast

Classification N(%)

Convenient Lack of time Easy to digest Nutritious Delicious Be served Others Total

Reasons for cereal 1(25.0) 1(25.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2(50.0) 0 0.0)  0( 0.0) 4(100.0)

Times 1~2 3~4 5~6 Every day Total

Kinds of cereal White rice cake 2( 33.3) o 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2( 28.6)

Sweet rice cake 3( 50.0) 1(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 4 57.1H)

Sticky rice cake 1( 16.7) o 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 14.3)

Fermented rice cake o 0.0) o 00) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0 00)

Others 0¢ 0.0 o 00) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 0o 0.0)

Total 6( 85.7) 1( 14.3) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 7(100.0)

Side dishes Milk, soy products 3( 60.0) o 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 3( 60.0)

Juice o 0.0) o 00) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) o 0.0

Kimchi juice o¢ 0.0 o 0.0) 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) o 0.0)

Fruits 1( 20.0) o 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 20.0)

Honey, syrup 1( 20.0) o 0.0 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 1( 20.0)

Total 7 5100.0)  O( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0)  5(100.0)
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I. Yim, K. S. : Strategies to improve elderly nutrition: Com-

parisons of dietary according to the mean nutrient adequacy

Classification

Won per every day

Pocket money 584.6 + 583.8"
Frequency Every day Per week A couple of week  Per month Occasionally Total
N%6) 87(27.0) 112(34.8) 9( 2.83) 99(30.8) 15( 4.7) 322(100.0)
Money for snack 3754 = 364.5Y
Frequency Every day Per week A couple of week  Per month Occasionally Total
N(%) 120(41.5) 122(42.2) 9( 3.1 23( 8.0) 15( 5.2) 289(100.0)
" Mean + S.D.
Table 11. Kinds of snack N(%)
Cracker Beverage Ice cream Cooked Rice Bread Sugar Candies Others Tetal
163(21.3)  120(15.7) 123(16.1) 166(21.7) 85(1L.1)  18(2.3) S74)  34(44)  766(100.0)
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