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Abstract Two experiments were performed to explore the effects of the types of

preperty and the tasks on the pattern of property inference. In a source selection task in
which the source objects were to be selected. animals that were globally similar to the
target animal was selected as possible sources when the target properties were anatomical.
However. animals that were strongly associated with the target property were selected
when the target properties were about ability. In a passive inference task where premises
were given, the global similarity between the source objects and the target object
dif‘erently affected the confidence of the conclusion depending on the types of the target
preperty: The similarity between the source and the target affected the degree of
confidence when the target properties were anatomical ones. but did not affect when the
target properties were about ability. The results suggested that participants seemed to
have primitive understanding of the relevance of sources to the target properties, but did
not. spontaneously seek or use the relevant information.
Keywords property inference, similarity, source selection
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