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A Study on Comparison of Peoples’ Attitudes and Opinions for Oriental
Traditional Medicine
By Ethnicity: Among Chinese, Korean-Chinese And Korean
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information-management, 4) Yeun-byun University(China)

Over thousands of years oriental traditional medicine has developed a theoretical and practical approach to treat
and prevent diseases and to promote people’s health in China and Korea. In China, the integration of traditional
Chinese medicine into the national healthcare system began in the late 1950s. This was in response to national
planning needs to provide comprehensive healthcare services. On contrary to China, South Korea established the
parallel operation of two independent medical systems in 1952. Hence there has been a political conflict between
oriental and modern medicine over issues of fee, the ability to sell and prescribe herbal medicines, and the
licensing of practitioners in traditional medicines.

Given this background. This study is to compare peoples’ attitudes and opinions for oriental traditional
medicine by ethnicity (Chinese, Korean-Chinese and Korean). Chinese and Korean-Chinese were more used and
satisfied with traditional medicine treatment and traditional practitioners compared with Koreans. The proportion
of Koreans who reported the cost of traditional treatments was expensive was higher than those of Chinese and
Korean Chinese. Most of Chinese, Korean-Chinese, and Koreans reported that they would use traditional
medicine: 1) when they would have some disease to be treated best through traditional medicine; and 2) when
traditional practitioner had a reputation and lots of experiences for those diseases.

Most Korean people reported that oriental and western practitioners should cooperate each other to improve the
quality of care. Therefore, policy framework including integration of traditional and western medicine, regulation,
etc. is needed. In addition, research is needed to determine which diseases is treated best through traditional
medicine.

Key words: traditional medicine, Koreans, Chinese, Korean—Chinese, Western medicine
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