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Parenting Stress as a Predictor of Child Abuse Potential

Park, Myung—Sook
(Assistant Professor, Dept. of Social Welfare, Sangji University)

Many studies verified the relationship betwecn parenting stress and the abuse of
children with disability. It means that disability is a risk factor for abuse. The
purpose of this study is to examine the parenting siress as a predictor of child abuse
potential. For this study, 150 parents of children with disabilities were recruited. A
personal questionnaire, parenting stress index, and potential factors of child abuse
were responded. According to the results, parents who have children with disabilities
reported high parenting stress and also parenting stress significantly affected parents’
attitudes toward child abuse. Income, level of education, social involvement,
governmental support, and social services for disabled were related to parenting
stress and child abuse. Stepwise multiple regression analysis identified the variables
of social involvement and social services for disabled as the most important variables
in explaining parenting stress and child abuse. This study suggests that social
supports and services for the parenis of children with disabilities should be
provided.

Key words : child abuse, disabilities, parenting stress,
child protective services(CPS), social supports.
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