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A Study on the Sources of Creativity in Buddhist Mural Paintings of
Muwisa and Geungnakjeon in Gangjin

Bae Jong - min

This study aims to analyze the sources of restoring of Geungnakjeon (t#448;) and
creation of the buddhist mural paintings(f£ 8 3#) of Muwisa(ZHF) in
Gangjin ().

Muwisa Geungnakjeon was constructed in 1430(in the twelfth year of King
Sejong s(#5%)reign). At that time, however, the buddhism was strictly repressed.
Therefore, it is natural that some questions such as how Geungnakjeon could be
constructed and who actually promoted the work.

Jiyu(3§i®), Great sponsor(CKfbF) and Donator(#i£) played a leading part in
constructing Geungnakjeon. It was Jiyu who was regarded as the most important
among them. Especially Jiyu, Hyoryeong(Z#%£) is believed to be the actual prince
Hyoryong (FEK#), T Bo(FH).

The construction of Muwisa was held of the part of Jaboksa(&i&=r) and
Suryuksa(ZkBgiit). Jaboksa was the temple to pray for the heavenly bliss to the
royal family. Suryuksa was the specially authorized temple with a purpose to serve
Suryuk ritual(ZKBEZE). Suryuk ritual was the Buddhist one to console dead and
those dead in battles including the enemies. That is why Jaboksa and Suryuksa
were be supported in various ways by Josun dynasty(#if#). With all these reasons,
It is natural for Hyoryeong to take part in the construction of Muwisa.

The home - confined Yangban(##/¥E) together with natives of Gangjin(+75%
71) organized the hind Amitabha Mural Painting(FJ5@FEfEMEEERE) at Muwisa
Kuknakjon and the Great Zen Mentors(Xi#Efi), the Common People(E A), the
Women (54 F), the Bugokmin (¥ -the lower class) and the Nobi({{i# - the
slave class) took part in it. Because Suryuk ritual performed at Suryuksa had a

spiritual purpose it could attract the participation of all kinds of social levels.
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Moreover, in the second year of King Sejong’ s reign Suryuk ritual was getting a
bigger role in praying for the cure of the royal family and the prevention of an
infectious diseases by turning into the only one authorized ritual.

The southern: coastal region where the Muwisa was, was badly damaged by
Japanese marauders(f£%£). At that time the Amitabha faith(FI5#FE/E40) and the
Pure Land faith(i®#+fE4) prevailed throughout the country. They wished to
escape the severe suffering from the Japanese pirate raiders, That is why Muwisa
was authorized as Suryuksa and why Geungnakjeon was constructed in which there
was not Deaungjeon(KHERE) but Amitabba(FlifFEaI3R) as main Buddha (A& ff).

Therefore, it was believed that people in Gangjin were comforted by participating
in Suryuk ritual, And gradually people began to feel the same and that helped to
make Geungnakjeon a magnificent place, suitable to the purpose of the temple as
Suruksa. As a result after 46 years of Geungnakjeon s construction, it's interior

was reorganized and the hind Amitabha Mural Painting could be built.
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