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An Examination of Reverse T Shaped Roof-tiles of the Old
Silla Period

Jo, Sung-Youn

This paper introduces the reverse T. shaped roof-tiles discovered in Kyongju and tries to date
them on the basis of the manufacturing technology of roof-tiles and associated various kinds of
roof-tiles, Furthermore, | examined the characteristics of the reverse T shaped roof-tiles of Sila
compared with those of Baeki and Goguryo, Up until today, the discovery of the reverse T
shaped roof-tiles in Kyongju area has been reported at roof-tile kins of Yuktong-l, Dagyung, and
Haguri, and Hwangyong Buddhist Temple. I estimate the chronology of the female tile-ends
recovered at these archaeological sites as before the end of 7th century A.D. considering previous
studies and associated artifacts, Compared similar female tile-ends discovered at Janggun Tomb in
Goguryo, and the ruined Buddhist temple at Gunsuri and Gooari in Baeke with those recovered in
Kyongju, they are dosely related each other in terms of the design motives of finger—print,
horizontal line in the middle of roof-tiles, and reverse L.’ shaped end part. Taking into account all
these design attributes, I estimate the relative chrondogical order of the female tile-ends recovered
at three different kingdoms as follows: 1) female tile-ends decorated with finger-prints (tlle-ends
recovered at Janggun Tomb) in Goguryo, 2) female tile-ends decorated with finger-prints (tile-
ends recovered at Gunsuri) in Baekje, 3) reverse L' shaped female tile-ends (tile-ends recovered

at Gooari) in Baekg, and 4) reverse 1. shaped roof-ties in Kyongju.
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