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A Study on the Stone Circles of the Mound Tombs

Dated the Three Kingdoms Period
-A New Discovery from Mound Tombs at Seongsan-dong, Seongju County-

Kim, Se-Ki

In the Yeongnam region, many clusters of large scaled mound tombs dated the Three
Kingdoms Period have been found to be distributed over many places, Such mound tombs usually
have stone circles, These stone circles function to prevent from tomb mound collapsing and they
are designed to demarcate tomb boundaries, These stone circles have been discovered from mound
tombs with vertical access, mound tombs with horizontal access, and wooden chamber tombs with
stone mound at the Gyeongju area, So they are considered to be widely adopted at the mound
tombs dated the Three Kingdoms Period, It has very high possibility that the stone circles of the
mound tombs might be orignally exposed to the outside, which could be wisible, although they
have been buried with tomb mounds at the moment,

So I have begun to investigate features of stone circles of mound tombs very carefully upon the
excavation of twenty-eight mound tombs at Seongsan-dong, Seongju County in addition to the
previously excavated four mound tombs, Among the newly excavated twenty-eight mound tombs,
some have small tomb mounds with 10m in diameter, Some have large tomb mound with 25m
In diameter. So mound size varies from tomb to tomb., Among the thirty-three mound tombs at
Seongsan-dong, Seongju County, twenty-seven tombs have turned out to have each stone circle,
Only three tombs do not have any stone circles. Four tombs have been destroyed too much so
that it is hard to check whether they have therr stone circles or not. Through the above-
mentioned examples, it is possible to say that in most cases, mound tombs at Seongsan-dong,
Seongu County might have their stone circles,

Stone circles surround the boundary of the round or oval tomb mound as a whole, Two or three
layers of stone, sometimes, one laver of stone, have been constructed to form stone circles, One
stone circle has five layers which is 80cm high, These evidences strongly suggest that stone circles
of the mound tombs dated the Three Kingdoms Period might be exposed to the outside of the
tombs In most cases. And finally such a tradition to expose stone circles to the outside of the
tombs might be developed to the twelve zodiac animals of the royal tomb as the tomb guards
after the Unified Silla Period. Therefore in the future it will be desirable that stone circle should be
exposed to the surface upon the reconstruction of the mound tombs dated the Three Kingdoms
Period.
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