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ABSTRACT

A Literature Study on The Wonyenaejang mechanism

Hyun-sin Rheu - Seok-seon Roh

The Wonyenaejang is equivalent to the (senile)cataract in western medicine. The word cataract
is used to describe the natural lens that has turned cloudy. As the natural lens of the eye
becomes cloudy, it does not allow light to pass through it. Cataracts usually start as a slight
cloudiness that progressively grows more opaque. As the cataract becomes more mature
(increasingly opaque and dense), the retina receives less and less light. The light that does reach
the retina becomes increasingly blurred and distorted. This causes gradual impairment of vision. If
left untreated, cataracts can cause needless blindne_ss. Although there are many kinds of cataracts,
a senile cataract is the most common one. We chose the oriental medicine textbooks and the
oriental medicine journals that were dealing with the symptoms, etiology, and internal/external

treatments.
The results were as follows :

1. The main causes of this disease are weak liver and kidney, burning up of the wind and heat
in the liver and gall, weak spleen and stomach.
2. As the internal treatment of the Cataract, Geegukjihwangtang is mostly prescribed.

3. As the external treatment of the Cataract,
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(1) In the field of medicine for external application, €% is commonly prescribed.

(2) In the field of drug action, frequently used treatments are as follows.

emission of the evil, alleviation of fever, removal of lump of blood, and the medicine for

external applications.

(3) In the field of four Qi, cold medicine is commonly prescribed.

(4) In the field of five tastes, bitter/hot/sweet medicine are commonly prescribed.

(5) In the field of toxicity, non-toxic medicine is commonly prescribed.

(6) In the field of channel distribution, most of the medicine belong to liver channel.
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