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An Association Study of COMT Gene Polymorphism with Korean Alcoholism

Min-Jung Kim, Ph.D.,l)T Byung-Hwan Yang, M.D.,Z)Jung—Sik Lee, M.D.,3)

Young-Gyu Chai, Ph.D.,” Taek-Kyu Park, Ph.D.”

ABSTRACT

relationship between catechol—O—methyltransferase(COMT) gene polymorphism and alcoholism using polymerase

A n association study with Korean alcoholic patients(n=50) and normal controls(n=53) was performed to find the

chain reaction—restriction fragment length polymorphism. When we compared the allele and genotype frequencies of
Nla O COMT gene polymorphism in alcoholism and normal controls, there was no significant difference between two groups.
Our results do not support an association between the Nla O polymorphism of COMT gene and alcoholism.
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O 000 0000 00 0000 o000 00 00 000
0000 (American Psychiatric Association 1987). OO O
ooo00 0000000 0000 0o 00O 00000
000 0000 O0OO00 0000 OO0O(American Psy-
chiatric Association 1987), 00 00O, 00O, 00O OO
00 000 000000 000 000 OO0 000 ooo
O 00O (Cloningerl 19810 Goodwin 1979).

ooo0o00 ooooO 00 00 Oooo 000 oooo
0O 000 0000 O 0000 oob 00 booo ooo
0000 0O0.000000 000 4,5,6,11, 12,220 O
0 00 000 00000 000 00 (association)d OO
(linkage) 000 OO OO0OO ODOOHIID 1975, 19880
Schmidtd 19980 Koob Bloom 19880 Thomasson(
19910 TiihonenO 1999).

Catechol—-O—methyltransferase(0 0 COMT)O S-—ade
nosyl—L—methionined methylD 0 ODO0O0 ODO0O00O OO
00 levodopa, OO0 OOOOOO, 0000000, 00O
000 00 OooO0O00 00D 00 000D oo oooo
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U 0ooobo oooobob oooo. ob coMTO OO
goo o, dbo goooo oobd ooob g gbgo b
oo 00.0 00 0obOo 22100 DoO0og gobo oo
O0O(soluble form ; S)YOO O OO OOO N-OQOOCQC QOO
000 500 OO0 0000(membrane bound form ; MB)
U0 0 00 00 000 229110 OO OO0 Oodgo
(TenhunenD 1994). OO COMT OO0 OO OODOO O
00 (single autosomal locus) OO O00O0O0 OOO0O0O O
0ooO(CoMTHO 0DO00 oooo(oMThHo O 00 O
000 0000 OO0 ODOO0O(Grossmand 1992). O O
U 0bd 10800 UbOdbO obobh boooboo gooo
000 O0O0O(Lottad 1995). 0O OOCOO O 0O OO
goooo, 10800 OO0Obbo oobooob ooo oo b
o bgooo oooo oogo.

00 O00(Tihonend 1999)00 220 0000 ql11000
000 00 COMT 0OOOO type 1(late—onset) 00000
00 (Cloninger 1987)00 0000 OO0 00000 O0OO
0 oo.0o0bo coMT OoobD oooob ooo boo g
0 000 00 0OD0O0O0 O00. Kauhanend (2000)0 0OOO
U ogoo bog gooooogob oo bo boo go
COMT 0000 ODODO OO0 OO0 O oO.004d, Ishi-
gurod (1999)0 JOOODOCOOOO bsM—-IvOOOOO O
U 0000 obobo0o obobo bob 0O comMT O
oo gogoo ooo gog gbg obgod.

goooobo obodob oUb oobo, oob-ooobo
oodo oo oo ooog ggg.ecoMTh DOooooo o
gooo ooo 0o oo 0oo 0bog oo gobo, oo
gob 0ood 0Ob ooooodo ogb oo oobooob b
U 0oooo obobodbo 0o oo oo 0 goo og.

0 000 00000000 (polymerase chain reactiond
PCR)O 0000 OO0 DOOOOOOOOO coMT OO
gooo oooooto obobuo obobo gooood.
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atistical manual of mental disorders—0O (DSM—-0O O Am-
erican Psychiatric Association 1994) 000 OO 0000

000 0000, 000 0000 0000 ooo oooo
00 Oooooo ooo, oo Ob OO ooopooo ooo
DSM-[ (American Psychiatric Association 1994)0 00O
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1) Genomic DNA F&H

000 S5m0 000000 0000 EDTA tubed OO O
OO0 0 2400000 DNAOOO OOOO oooo —2o00
0O O0O0O0000.DNA 000 OO0 00 1.0mlO eppen-
dorf tubell OO0 OO phosphate buffer saline(PBS) 1ml
0 0000 0 00 0 15000rpmO0 O 150 00 00O
000 0000 00 O PBS 1m0 OOO0O OO 00O O
0 0O 15000rpmO0 1500 O000000O0. 000000
000 000 000 000 000 0o ooo oo@ 6~9
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OO0 000 O 5% Chelex resind 100p | OOO0O OOO
io0000 200 OO0 OO0 0OO0OOOO OO0 DNAO tem-
plateD 00000 (Leed 1997).
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0 000 00 000 0000 GenBank accession num-
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Tech)O OOOOO.

0000 Sense 0000 5 —CTCATCACCATCGAGA-
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OO0 ODO0CO DOOOO. Antisense O0O0OO OOOOOO
000 100uM dNTP, 30pmol primer(sense [0 antisense),
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(Promega) 00 OO0 OO0 50ul0 OOOO OOOOO.
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55000 300, 72000 100 OO0 3000 OO0 O, O
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0O 00D0ODO.00 000 00 ethidium bromided 500
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U0 0 00D00DbO00 DNADOOO oooogd.

3) N 2 2y

0000 OO 00000 SPSS/PC+ version 8.00 OO0
0. oooooboo ooooboo oo coMT ObOod
U 0oobo ooo ogo xz—testD goooo. ogo
go0oOod p<O0.050 OOO.

2 4

0 000 00000 o000 oooooo coMT oOoO
000 00000 000 0 10 00000, 00 Oooo o
000 00000 0000 oOooooo coMT 000 OO0
00 0000 00 00000 00 (allele, x >=2.145, d.f=
1, p=0.153)0 00000 OO (genotype, overall x ?= 2.716,
df=2, p=0257)000 00000 OO0 00 000 oOoO0
ooo .
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0ooo. 00, 00000 OO0 OO0 Doo oooo o,
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0 0000 O000Martind Sher 19940 Cloninger 198701
Blasfield 198501 Schuckit 1985) 00000 OO0 OO0
00 oooo.

00 00 000000 00000 oooooo ooo o
000 00000 0000 0000 00O 000 oo oo
(Gadel 199801 Vanyukov(l 1995). 00 OO0O0O0O OOO
000 000 00000 00 00 00 00 0ooo ooo

Table 1. Genotype and allele frequencies of the Nla 0 COMT
gene polymorphism in alcoholics and normal controls

Genotype frequency Allele frequency

N H/H H/L L/L H L
@ @ O %

Alcoholics 50 17 28 5 62 38
(3% (56) (10) (62) (38)

Normalcontrols 53 13 29 11 55 51

24 (55) (21) (52) (48)

NO number of individuals

Allele, x2=2.145, d.f.=1, p=0.153

Genotype, overall x 2=2.716, d.f.=2, p=0.257
HO COMTVa high activity allele

LO COMTmet Jow activity allele

( HO%

0000 00 000 0000000 000 oo ooo o
OO0 000 000 (polymorphic gene loch)d 000000
0000 OO0 0000 (Cloninger 1990).

000000 type 10 type 20 O OO OOOO O0OO
O OO (Cloninger 1987). Type 2 000000 OO DOOO
OO0O(early onset), 00000 O0OO0O0 O0O0O(impul-
sive antisocial behavior)O OO0 OO000. 000 OOO O
00000 type 100 OOCD OC DOODO 250 OOOO
00 OO0O0O(ate onset) OOO0O0O OOOOO OO OOOO
0000 0000 OO OO0O Oood(Cloninger 1987).
000 00 0000 (brain imaging studies)D 00 OO0
0 000 (dopaminergic neurotransmission)d0 00 OO0O0O0O
type 1 00000 OO (HietalaO 19940 Volkovl 19960
Tiihonend 1995, 1998)00 OO0 OO, type 2 00000
00000 0000 OOO(TihonenD 1995). 0000 O
O 0000 000 (ethanol—induced euphoria)D O 0O00O
(limbic areas)J 0 0000 OO0 OO0 0O0OOO O0OO
(Yoshimotol 1991), OO OO COMT OOOOOO OOO
000 000000 OO 00000 000 oooo coMT
000000 00 0000 OoO00 ooo oo oo
000 000 0 000 000 ooo0oo o o oo(dTi-
honend 1999).

0 00000 00 000 000 000 o0 ooooo
0000 00 00000 0000 oooob ooo oo, o
00 0000,00 0000 00,bSM-0 00000 00
0000 OO0 0000 oooOo coMT OO0O0O Nla O O
0000 0D000 000 000.0 OO0 000 OO0 coMT
00000 00000 000 0 000.000 o ooooo
0 000 000 000 00 00 00 ooo ooo ooo
0000 000 000 00 00 ooo ooo,ooo o o
000 000 O0O00 00 00 ooo oooo ooo o
oo oo.
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00 000 000 000.00 coMTO ODOoOooooo O
0000 00000 Ishigurod (1999)0 0OOOO OOO
0O 000 O0.000,00 00000 OO0 OooOoooo
00 OO0 000 Tihonend (1999)0 OO0OO0OO OO
0O 000 000, Ishigurod (1999)0 OO0 OO0 Hoda
0@99%)0 OO0 00 000 OOOoOoO coMTO exon 1
O intron 2 000000 O0O0OOO NlaOO OO0O0O O
000 0000 OO0bU0 0 0 b00.00 oobggooo
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