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Neurobiology of Anxiety

Seong Gon Ryu, M.D.,*Jr Chang Whan Han, M.D., PH.D.*

ABSTRACT

effective psychopharmacological agents, chemical and naturalistic challenge paradigms, and psychoendocinological

-I- he current understanding of the neurobiology of anxiety is generally based on experimental animal model, empirical

assessment. This article focuses on reviewing neuroanantomical, neuroendocinological and neurofunctional research
of anxiety disorder. In the decade ahead, we anticipate that extension of current research and the new integrated approach

promise novel insight into mechanism of anxiety.
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00000 00 0000 0ooo ooo ooo oooo
0 00 0000 000 boOoooo oo oo oog oo
00 00000 OO0 000 CharneyD Deutch(1996)0 O
0 0oooo.00,o00,00,00 O OODO oooo oo
000 000 (anterior thalamus)D OO0 OO0 0000
(primary sensory cortex)1 0000 O 00O OO OO
00 (secondary sensory cortex)D O0OO0O. 00 OO O
00 000 000 00O OO0 Oooo 00O ooog oo
0 (amygdala), O O (hippocampus), entorhinal cortex, 00O
00 O0d(prefrontal cortex) 000 O0O00O. 000 OO
000 00 000 00 00 000 00ooo oogo o
00 000 OO0000 Oo OO0 ooo ooo oo oo
0 0000 00000 000 00 000 0oooo oo
000 0O0O0O0O 000 boO0. 000 oooo oooo
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1) MEFY MA(Prefrontal cortex)

0000 000 00 00 000 00 000 00 00 O
00 0000 000 OO(Tasman O 1997). Luria(1973)
0 000 00000 30 0000 000 000000 O

0O 00 000 00,00,000 0000 OO0 O0OO0O
00 0000 00000 oo 00 Ooo Oooo ooo o
00 0000 00 00 OO 000 00000 ooo. oo
OO0 OO0 00000 00O bOd@mygdala) OO O
Oo00. 0000, 00 00000 (orbitofrontal cortex)d O
0000 00 O0(nhibitory connection)d OO O0OOO
0000 000 00 000 0000 00 000 oooo
(Davidsond Irwan 1999). 000 OO0 OO O0OO0O O
ooo0o0o. 000,00 00000 DOo0O0O OoOoo oo o
0000 00000 oo00o o000 Doooo ooo o
OO0 OO0 000 000 (classical conditioning)d 00O (ext-
inction)d OOO0O0 OO0 (Gewirtz O 1997). OO0 PET
(positron emission tomography)Cl 00O 0000 O00O0O0O
00 000 0000 O0 o000 oo ooo oooog o
O (Pizzagalli O 2001). OO Morgan(1993)00 OO0 OOO
00000 00 (medial prefrontal cortex)0 OO0 OO0
0000 000 00 0000 000 000ooo oo oo
O 0000000 00 00 0oouo oo oo ooo
0000 00 0O00 00000 0o00.00 oooooo
000 00000 (orbitofrontal cortex)] OO0 0O (anterior
cingulate) OO0 OO OO0, 00,000 OO OO OO
OO0 000 0000 (@amasio O 1994). O OO0 OO0 O
0 00 000 00 00 000 000 OO0 oooo o
00 O0O000O 000 OO0 000 Oooo ooboo oo
(Morgand LeDoux 1995).
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Fig. 1. Neural circuits of anxiety. Modification of a figure published in Charney and Deutsch(1996).



2) 3l0t(Hippocampus)

00 (hippocampus) 000 000 0000 000 (Pet
rides 1985)0 000000 (entorhinal cortex)C OO OO
goobodo 0obo oo oobobo oobbo goo
od0o 0od boo.00oob ogob oob oobo gooo
0000 0000 0000 000 0oo Oooog(squire
0 Zola—Morgan 1991). 00 0000 OO0 OO0 OO O
00 000 0ODOOO00 OO0 oo hillipsd LeDoux 1992).
Jodddd ooddd oooo obbob Ooog CA3 00
0 00000 (Sapolsky 0 1990) 00 000 OO OO0
0000((uine 1994). O0DO0O0O0O ODOODOOOO O
00 00000 0000 00 (dendritic branching)d 00O
odd bobO ooboob 00 0O0 oog oboog oo
U dob ooo 0b bddo 0ob boo oboo oo o
0000 0000 DOO0O00(cEwen O 1995). 00O O
000 0000 Bremner O0(1995)0 0O0O0O OOO0OO
00 0od gogoog goooog ogoog ooooo oo
goo. dbb oo oo booob oob oobbo o
0000 00 0000 0000 DOO000(Squire Zola—
Morgan 1991) 00000 OO0 OO0 OOO0O0O OOO
000 ODO00O0O0 000 000 000 O0(Bremner O
1996). 0, 000 OO0 OO0 OO OO OO0 OO0 O
00 000 OO0 OO0 OO0 OD 000 000D (Davis
1992) 00O 0000 OO0 OO0 OO0 0000 (Loftus O
1987). 00O OO0 ODODODO DOOOOO ODO OO0 O
U odd odo gob 0obb 0bo boo oo oo
000 000 DO0OD ODOO 0000 (association area)
g obdd boo 0b ob.0o0b o0 oo boo o
goob 0oodbD 0O 000 0obodo goob bo godgo

00 0000 00 0000 O00(Charneyd Deutch 1996).

3) ¥ #H JA(Sensory association area)

00O O (occipital lobe), 00O (temporal lobe) OO0 OO
gob ob 0ob b oo, bob,000 oo oub ooo
gooo. boodo 0o obo ooodg obo oboo oo
OO0 OO0 00000 oOodfferent) OO0 OOOOO. O
00 dooo oo ooo 0o boo oo oobo goo
OO0 ODO000 00O OO0 00O 000 000 00 (excita-
tory inpu)d O0O0OO ODOOO OO OO0 O0OO0O0 OO0
OO0 (Sharney 0O 1999).

4) HTH|(Amygdala)

0000 OO 000 00 ¢halamus)D OO0 O0O0O0O OO
OO0 (lateral neucleus)D OOOO O OO0 OO0O0O O
O 000 (central neucleus)1 0 0000 (LeDoux O 1998).
0000 00 o000 000 000 Oooo ooo oo
00 000000 00 000 0000 000 oood (Da-
vis 199200 LeDoux O 1998). 00 OOO0O OOO OOO
00 000 00 00.0,0000 00000 000 (par-
abrachial nucleus)(Takeuchi 1982), 000000 OOOO
00 0D000O0O0O 000 0000 ooood (hypothalamus)
O 00 000 (lateral nucleus)(Pricell Amaral 1981), 0O
000000 000 00 00,00 0000 OO0 ooo
OO0 000 OOO00O0 o000 O0(docus ceruleus), OO
00000 (adrenocorticoid hormone)Cl OO0 OOOOO
00000 0000 (paraventricular nucleus)(Dunnd Whi-
tener 1986)00 OO0O0O OO0 0O0O.00 OO OOOO
000 0000000 00 (periaquductal gray region)d
0000 0000 000 000 00 (postural freezing)Od

Table 1. Anatomical structures associated with central nucleus of the amygdala and role in anxiety and phobia

Anatomical target

Effect of amygdala stimulation

Behavioral test or sign of fear or anxiety

Lateral hypothalamus

Dorsal motor N. of vagus
Nucleus ambigus

Sympathetic activation

Parasympathetic activation

Tachycardia, galvanic skin response, paleness,
pupil dilation, blood pressure elevation
Ulcers, urination, defecation,

bradycardia

Parabrachal nucleus
Ventral tegmental area
Locus coeruleus

Dorsal lateral tegmental N.
N. reticularis pontis
Caudalis

Central gray

Trigeminal, facial motor N.
Paraventricular N.

Increased respiration

Activation of dopamine
norepinephrine
acetylcholine

Increased reflexes

Cessation of behavior

Mouth open, jaw movements
ACTH release

Panting, respiratory distress
Behavioral and EEG arousal,
increased vigilance

Increased startle

Freezing, conflict fest, CER,
social inferaction

Facial Expression of fear

Corticosteroid release

(“Stress response’™)




0000 000 00 000000 00 0000 00 00
0 0O00O(DeOca O 1998)(0 1 O0O).

000000 0000 00000, 000000 000
00 00 00 0000 000 00 0000 000 00
000 0000 0000 0000 00 00 0000 OO0
0000.00 0000 0000 00, 000 (cingulate gy-
rus), 00000 00,00 00 00,00 0 00 0000

00 000 00 0000 0oo0 00 00 (De Olmos 1990).

oo 00 0ooo0o 0ooo 0o ooo 000 boo ooo

00 0000 000 0 0 00 000(@Gorman O 2000).

000 00 000 00 000 00 000 o000 ood
0 0000 00 000 00000 oooo. 00 oooo
0000 (dorsolateral prefrontal cortex)dd OO0 (parietal)
000 000 OO0 OO0 ObooooO o000 ooo oo
00 00000 ((Sharney O 1999). 0000 ODOOOO O
00 (declarative) 000 0000 (working memory) 0O O
00 00 0O 000 000 0000 00 000 ooo o
0 000 000 000 0000. 00000 ooo ooo
00 000 000 000 OO0 000 000 00 ood
0 000 0000.0000 00 00 00 000 ooo
0000.000 000 00 0000 000 oo oo o
00 000 000 000 00 000 o000 0ooo o
ooao.
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1) NS —EBA A —ADIEERT &
(Hypothalamic-pituitary-somatotropin axis °[5t HPSZ)
00000000 oo2-000000 000 (o 2—adren-
ergic antagonist)J OO 00 (clonidine)D OO0 OO OO
goono ogb ooooob oob oooo ogogga
(Charneyll Heninger 1986) HPSO O 0000 O00OO O
godo. bbodd oo obobbbo 0udo oo ooo
00 OO0O(Charney O 1982) 00000 (generalized an-
Xiety disorder)(Abelson O 1981), 00O 00O (social ph-
obia)(Trancer 1993) 00 OOOO O O OO. 00 ODOO
go00 DODO0O0 00O D000 oo ooo SsskRI OO0
O0(fluoxetin) OO0 O0O0OO0O OOO OOOO OOO
g.00 obobd obb oobbgo, ggobo ooob 4
00 0d0 00 ooboo 0o 0o bodo ooo oo
O0000@Brambilla O 1995). SSRI OO0 O0OO0O0O00O O
goob ooboo bog, 0o 0b oobdg obg oo
00 000 0000 0000 O00-00(state—trait) 00O
0000 OO0 00 ODOAulakh O 1994). 00O O00OOO
g gob oo ooobtb oo bboo b bbooo

0 00000 00 000 00 0000 0000 oo oo
O OO0O(Zemishlany O 1990). OO0 COOOD OODOOO
00 000000 000 00000 00 00000 GABA
000 OO0 000 HPS OO OOOOOO OO ooOo o
00 OO0 OO0O(Sullivan O 1998). DOO0OOO OOO HPS
0 O0OOO0O 00O 0O0,00000,0000 DOoD OO O
00 OD00(amir O 1986). 00000 OO0 OO0 O
000 OO0 0000 OO0 b0ooo0o ooo oooo
(Zzamir 0 1986). OO OOODOOO OO OO (corticotropin
releasing factor, 00 CRF)O 000000 OOO OO0
O.CRFO 00000 O000O0DOOO0 OO0 000 OO0 OO0
O 000 00 HPS OO O0OOO-0000-0000 (Hy-
pothalamic—Pituitary—Adrenal cortex Axis 00 HPA 0) O
0 00 000 00O oo oo.

2) £2ot=# <2 (Noradrenalin)

00000 OO OO0 OO0 OO0 oodyohimbiny O
0 0000 0000 00000 00ooo oo oo2-0
0000 OO0OO OO0O0O OO0 OO0 oooogdsulivan
0 1998). 00 (locus ceruleus)d OOO0O O02-0000
0 0000 00 0000 o0 oooo ooo oo ooo
00 0O 00 0000 000 00000 (Charney O 1984).
0000 O 000000 oooooo ooo oooo o
0 00000 0000 000 0000 000 ooo oo
00 OO0 000 000 00000 0000 (Southwick O
1993). 0000 00O 000 O0O0OD 000 000 00 O
O 00 00 000 MHPG(3—methoxy 4—hydroxypheny-
Iglycol)J O (Sullivan O 1998). O, 0000 OO OO0 O
OO0 MHPGO OO0 OO 00O (positive correlation)
O000.00,00000 000 (sodium lactate), 0000
00 00 0 O0000 oooo ooo mHPGO OoO0O0O
0O 00 000 0000. 00 0000d(imipramine)d O
0000000 000 OO0 bOobO ooboboo oooo
0000 00 00000 00000 000 (Rifkin O 1981)
0000 OO0 OO0 O0OD0OO 00O Oo(Charneyd Heni-
nger 1985) 0000 00O OO0 OO0 OO 0000 O O
O(Sullivan O 1998). OO0O0O OOOO MHPGO OOO O
000 OO0 OO0 00000 OO0 oooO0O ooo oooo
(Garfield 1967), Sullivan 0 (1998)0 OO0 O0OO0QC OO
00 00000000 000 00 000000 oooo O
0000 000 00000 ocoboo ooooo.

3) B9 3F FOIS 5H-OILTY A
g0 o0 ob0o b0 booboobuo boo oo o
g ogo ob bobobgo bob oobo boo ooo



00 000-000000 00 0000 0000 O0. De-
akinO Graeff(1991)0 000 OO0 OO0 OO OO@
0)O 00000 00 00 000 Oooooo oo od
000 0000 OO0 000 (dorsal raphe nucleus)l OO
00 000 0000.000 000 HPA OO 0000 O
000 000000 @mygdalofugal) OO0 OO0 0OOOO.
000 000 00 00000 00 000 0ooo ooo
00 0000000 (dorsal periaquiductal gray, 00 PGA)
0 00/00 000 0000.000 000 000 ooo
0000 000 000 PGAD O0OOO OO,000 OO
00 00000 00 000 000 000 ooood((LastO
Hersen 1988). 000 OO OO0 OO0 0O0OOO OO0
0 000 000000 000 0000 00 ooo ooo.
0 000 HPAD OO0 OOOO OO OO0 OOOO O
0 00 000 00 0O0,HPAOOD OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0
00 000 D000 00000 OO0 OO0 oooo o
00 O0O(Coplan O 1996). OO0 DOOO OO HPA-
0 00000 HPA OO 0O0O0OO ODOOOODO OO0 O
o000, 000 000 OO0 PGAD OO0 OO ODOOOO
0000000 000 000 00 000 oooo.oos o
000 00Ooo 0 00 PGAD O O O00O0OOO OO0O0O
00 oooo.

4) HPA =1t A¥ots <2 CRF

000000 CRFO OO0 OO0 00000 00O 0O
0 000 00 OO0 0000 0ooO0 oooo 0O0(Nem-
eroff 1992). 00000 0000 OO 0OOOO OO CRF
0 00000 (corticolimbic), OOO0O OO OO0 0OOO
(brain stem) OO0 0000 OO0O0OO OOOO. CRFO
0000 0000 OO0 OO0 0000 OO0 (forebrain)O
000 0000 OO ODO0O0O00 oggdd(stria terminale)
0O 000O(bed nucleus) 00O OO0 OO OO0 OODOO
(Coryell 1989). OO0 CRFO OOOO 000 OOOO O
00 0OoOo0O0O 00000 000 DOoooo ooo, 0O
0,0000 000 OO0O0.CRFOOO DOOOO OO0 O
O0O0O(viscerosensory) OO0 O0O0O0 OO0 OOOO O
ooooo o0 0000, ooob oobo oooo oooo
00 000000 OO0 0000 00 o000 oooo o
00, 0000 OO0 000 oooo. 0obooo 0o oo
0 0oooooo, 0oo, 0000 0o oooo ooo o

000 000 0000 (LeDoux O 19980 Burtler O 1990).

5) EYANAET|H(Cholecystokinin, °I3tCCK)
CCK 0000 OO0 00 000OD 000 0000 00
0 000 0O0.0000000 CCKO OO0 00 000 8

0 000 (octapeptide, 00 CCK—8)00, 40 000 OO0
CCKO 00 000 0000 00 000 00 00 (Brad
wejn 0 1991). 0000 000 OO0 0000 OO0 OO0
0 00 ccK-80 000 000 000 000 000 (Lyd
iard 0 1992) 00 000000 CCK-O0O0OO0 000 O
00,000 00 00, CCK—40 00 000 00 000
00 00O00. CCK-40 CCK-B 0000 0000 000
000 00 CCK—80 CCK—AD CCK-B 0000 000 O
000 00 00, 000 00000 0000 0000 000
0 000 000 0000 000 0000 (Bredwejn 1993).
0000 0000 CCKO 000 00 0000 000 00
00 00 000 00000 00 00 0000 00000
000 D000 (Bradwejn O 1991).
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1) #Z8 MRI 27

00 00000 00 0000 00O 000 000 oooo
000 000000000 000 0o 0ooo oooo
0 000 000 000 000000 ooodo oo ooo
000 oO00@remner 0 1995). 000 OO0 000 OO0
00 0000 000 00 000 000 000 0ooo o
000 O0O00@remner O 1993). JO0OO0O OO EEG O
O 0O OO0 (temporal lobe)D OO OO0 O0OOOO OO
o000 00 000 0000 oo0O 00 ooboo ooo
000 00000 (Locatelli O 1993). Jenike O (1996)0 O
000000 00 0000 OO0 00 booo oooo o
0 000 000000 000 000 0 000 00 ooo o
000 000 000 0000 OO0 o0oo0o coooo.

MHI

2) I5H MRI g7

00 00 000 00 000 00 000 00000 00
00 00 000 000 00 0O0(Bibaumer O 1998) 00
0O MRIO OOOO O00O00 OO OO0 OO0 0000 OO0
0 0000 0000 00000 0000 (Krystal O 2001).
00000 0D0000O 0000 000 0000 ooo o
00 00 000 MRIODO 00000 OO0 OOOO O O
OO0(Whalen 0 1998). 0000 OO0 OO 00O 00O
0 000 00 000 00000 00 0 0 000 ooo ™
0000 00000 O000(medial orbitofrontal cortex),
00000 (lateral frontal), DO0O0O0O 00, 000 (caudate),
OO0 (lenticulate), OO0 OO OOOO (Breiter O 1996).

3) MR E3 ¥ (Spectroscopy)
0000 000 00 00 *H-MR spectroscopy 000
000 000D 000000 0000 00 000 00 O



000 0000 00 0000 000 00000 oo oo
000 0000 000 OO0 OooooO 000 oooo oo
000 0000 (Dager O 19990 Dager 0 1995). 00O O
000 00 OO0 000 00000 ooooo ooooo
GABA 000 000 000 OO0O0OOOO0O OO OOOO0O
000 Ooooo@o(cholin) O0O0-0000(myo—ino-
sitol) 000 00) 000 0000 0000 00 o000
000 000 0DoO0O0(Tupler O 1997). OO0 0000 O
0 00 000 000 00 0000 0000 ooooo o
00 00 o000 0ODoO0o0o0oooo.

4) PET(Positron emission tomography)

0000 00O OO0 PET OO OOOD DOOO OO O
00O 000 OO0 OO0 000 (parahippocampal)d OO0 O
000 000, PET-FDG OO U0 OO OO OO (auditory
discrimination task)JO OO, 0000000 (left inferior
parietal)1 OO0 (cingulate gyrus)0 00000 OO0 O
0000 (Reiman 1997). OO0 0000 OO OO0 OO
0oooo 00 0 00 0000 00 booOo, ooooo,
000,000 000 ooooOo oo 0bo 0000 oo
0 0000 0o0oo0oobooo booo ooooo ooo o
OooO@remner O 1997). 00 000 OOO0O OO OO
OO0 OO0 OO0 00 00 00 000 imbic area)D OO
OO (paralimbic area) 0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OOOO
(Rauch O 1996). 0000 OO (anterior cingulate cortex)
0 0000 O0000 DOO00D0 00 0000 (specific
phobia) OO0O0O OO OO 000 OO0 OO 00OOOO.O
00 MRIOOOOO 0000 DOoOOOO OO0 00 O
00 (caudate nucleus), OO OOO0O 00,00 OO00OOO
0 000 0000 000000 o000 oooooo
000 (basal ganglia)D OO0 OO OO OO OOO0O O
00 O0D00O@Rauch O 1994). OO0 OO0 OO PET—
00000 (neuroreceptor) OOO0O OO0OO0O OOOOO
0 0000 000 0000 000 oo, 00 oooooo
00 O0O@nsula) OO OOOO OO0OO 0000 Malizia
0 1998). 00O 00O OO GABA OO0 0000 O0OO O

0 000000 000 00 000 OO0 (Krystal O 2001).
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ubod oobod oo 00 oobod bdodao 4ao
go 0000 00 00 0o oboo 00o oo ooo,
goodooo, goodo o ooo odo oo obooo o
gu.00,00 0000 ooo oo oo 0oo oo ood

00 0ooo oooogo 00 boobo ooo goog o
U ob odob Oooob oot obooboo oo. oo god
O O0oooo oo 0ooo 0o Oo0 oob ooog od
U o0ooo0 ooo oo 0 ob o ooo oodg ooo o
oooo oogo.
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