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— Abstract -
A Survey of the Radiographic Cassettes Disinfection of University Hospitals in Seoul

Dae Cheol Kweon - Moon Sun Kim' - Dong Sung Kim - Peom Park
Interdisciplinary Course for Biomedical Engineering, Graduate School Ajou University
Department of Diagnostic Radiology, Seoul National University Hospz'tzz]*

Department of Industrial and Information Systems Engineering, Ajou Um'Versity“

The purpose of this study is to prevent nosocomial infection in patients through contact of radiographic cassettes.
Data were collected from radiographers working in 29 university hospitals in Seoul in February and March 2001.
Radiographic cassettes were disinfected daily in 5 hospitals, weekly in 4 hospitals, monthly in 5 hospitals, bimonthly
in 1 hospital and once every three months in another hospital. 12 other hospitals do not practice regular disinfections
of radiographic cassettes. Gauze soaked in disinfectant solution is used in 7 hospitals while 11 hospitals used cotton
and cloth soaked in disinfectant solution to clean the radiographic cassettes. 26 hospitals used 99% alcohol based
disinfectant solutions while 3 hospitals used 75% alcohol based disinfectant. 26 hospitals use of intercourse cassettes
outpatients and in patients. In 26 hospitals, all patients shared the same set of radiographic cassettes used in the
hospitals, or in 26 hospitals, separate sets of radiographic cassettes are used for outpatients and inpatients. Separate
sets of cassettes are used for ICU and inpatients in 6 others hospitals. 23 hospitals used the same sets of radiographic
casseftes for all their patients. radiographic cassettes are cleaned in wash area in the study room of the radiographic
department in 17 hospitals. 12 other hospitals do not have designated cleaning areas for the cassettes. All
radiographers practiced hands washing with soap. All 29 hospitals surveyed have infection control committee.
However, only 9 out of the 29 hospitals surveyed provided Infection - disinfections control education to radiographers.
Only 3 hospitals have radiographers sitting in the infection control committee. Infection management education is
conducted in 63 hospitals annually, twice a vear in 1 hospital and once every 3 months in 2 hospitals.
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