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A study on the Art Style of Sacred Tree
- Focusing on the Assyrian Style Tree Pattern -

Moon Ja Kim
Associate Prof., Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Suwon University

Abstract

The symbol of the sacred tree represents the world tree. They were influenced by Tree worship in
Northern mounted nomadic groups, and the first is quite obvious, that the sacred tree is a palm tree.

The Assyrian sacred tree possesses characteristics, making the tree iconographic and rather artificial.
The tree typically has a thin trunk arranged in two or three tiers. Each tier is separated by horizontal
plates or bands.

The top of the tree is crowned with a palmette form. Wavy streamers emanate from the tree abd
terminate in palmettes in a criss cross fashion. The central trunk is topped with a palmette and
surrounded the trunk with palmettes emphasizing a link to date trees. The number of branches on the
tree is limited, and there are usually seven, fifteen or thirty branches. The connection of these numbers
with those of the week, and of the lunar wax and wane is so obvious. The branches on the tree may have
indeed represented a calender of some sort.

Mainly based on the excavated tomb articles of the three kingdoms and referred to Chinese and
Japanese ones, Sacred Tree pattern showed that was lightly influenced by the times and area, but was
slowly changed and developed to different types through those each ages generally.

The Sacred Tree type was three part in according to the wavy streamers emanate from the tree abd,
Sacred tree type |, Sacred tree type Il, Sacred tree type Ill[the Mountain(; | 11)-typed piled up Sacred Tree].
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