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Abstract

This thesis looks into the characteristics and compares the clothing styles between the Three Kingdom
to the Unified Shilla era. The purpose of this study is to see what common themes exists between the
foundation of Korean clothing and how it has evolved and through see to what extent the Chinese
influence has been to Korean clothing culture. Also by explaining the originality and creativity of Korean
clothing, we will be able to make clear the status of Korean culture.

These findings include the following;

1
2.

The Korean strait line Gik-ryong Kyo-im can also be found at the Gochang region in the west.

The Ban-ryong-ui, worn by the aristocrats of the Three kingdom and Unified Shilla era, began to
appear from the nobles from the Nam-Buk cho(South-north era). This combined with a Bok-
du(headwear) became a part of casual dress wear.

. Go(pants) became a traditional part of clothing for Unified Shilla and the west.
. Ban-bi and Bae-dang, all forms of Bansu-ui ( short sleeve), came from Chinas Kucha and Hotan and

came to Korea.

. Chinas Pae-baek and Pae-za (Shawl) which is the same as Unified Shillas Peo was also to be found

to have come from the west.

. The way a different color line was added to clothing both can be found in Korean and western

clothing.

Similarities to material used are;

First, expensive wool was used and mostly originated from the west. From far away Rome came the
O-saek-gae (Five-color wool).

Secondly, Kong-gak me (peacock feather) and Bi-chi mo were all originated from the west.

Third, Sil-sil is stated in the Sam-kuk Sa-ki (Three Kingdom records) as being prohibited to be worn by
Jin-gol women (Highest nobility during Shilla era) as headwear or comb (pin) or as a comb(pin) for yuk-
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doo poom ( 6th class nobility) women. Suggesting that it existed and other sources tell us that it came
from Tashkent region of Russia and was a jewelry of some sort.

From what we have seen above, we can see the similarities between Korean and western clothing
cultures and that these interactions not only occurred with China but with many other nations. We can
see that our ancestors were creative and original that when importing foreign cultures that they
transformed them into a Korean style. That these foreign cultures were transformed into our own style is
good evidence to these facts.
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