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Cases of Green Tobacco Sickness: Occupational Nicotine Poisoning
in Tobacco Harvesters in Korea
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= ABSTRACT =

Cases of green tobacco sickness were described. During the cutting of tabacco plants throughout
harvest, four cases of green tobacco sickness occurred in August 2001, Korea. The range of age
was 42-55 years. The most frequent symptoms included dizziness, weakness, nausea, vomiting,
abdomina cramps, headache, and difficulty bresthing. All affected individuals worked in fidds of wet
tobacco, where their clathes became wet from masture on the plants or swedting. They were all
hedthy, except one with hypertension. They are al non-smokers. They recovered after fluid and
antiemetic administrations within two days. Most of doctors misdiagnosed thelr symptoms as a
pesticide paisoning or heat injury.

Green tabacco sickness is a condition that has long been known as an occupationa health risk
among tobacco harvesters. Nicotine pasoning by derma absorption is reported to be the cause of
green tabacco sickness. In Korea, there are many tobacco harvesters, and most of them may be
sticken with green tobacco sickness. But, no case of green tobacco sickness has been reported. We
report cases of green tobacco sickness occurred to the tobacco harvesters with a review of articles.
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