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A Study for Renaming of Paekje’s Designed Tiles
—Centering Around the Ghost Image Design Excavated at Oen Kyuamrmyun, Buyeo—

Hong, Jae Dong
(Architect - ph.D)

ABSTRACT

We Koreans are very proud of this nation’s cultural history over some five millenniums. But
most of the relics found in the nation date back up to two thousand years. Under this
circumstance, we are wondering the gap and missing of three thousand years.

In our traditional literature of history, "Chiwoo, was a military god of supreme dignity and
virtue. He was a symbol of brave and strong warriors and since the antiquity, he has been kept
alive deeply in the mind of the Korean race.

Considering findings through this study, the researcher could provide a conclusion as
described below.

1) The name of Paekje's designed tiles was initially made by a Japanese scholar who had
first found the antique relic. According to studies by a few of Korean researchers, the name is
usually called despite its relation with a historical background of the excavated objects has not
been fully studied.

2) After the patterned objects of the Korean antique Kingdom, Japanese researchers reported
that "Chiwoo, was a military god as exorcist and probably represented something in the form
of a ghost, although there were arguments that the military god was the very being to
influence the image of the ghost. This report suggests that the Japanese community didn't
downgrade the military god onto the level of a ghost.

3) One of our antique nations, Paekje at that time sought to determine the origin and culture
of the Koreans by making multiple exchange relations with China, and probably accepting
cultures of the Chinese Han nation and those of the Chinese South and North Dynasty period.

Based on findings from a relevant literature, "Sulyigi, , people of Paekje attempted to show
express the image of Chiwoo in their own unique ways and then deliver the strong bravery of

FChiwoo, to us, or their descendents. This can explain that those findings as above mentioned
are consistent with the designed tiles of Paekje, and that the tiles should not be named as the
design of ghost.

4) The designed tiles involved elements of Taoism and Buddhism and substantially considered
the spirit of four gods which was mobilized for the tomb construction and selection at that time.
But this should never be a reason why all of the horned figures seen in tomb wall paintings
are collectively treated as ghosts.

5) From the view of historic literature, we can no doubt say that the Heavenly Emperor

"Chiwoo, was our ancestor. It is not better to say that the relic stuffs as excavated should be
referred to the design of ghost image only in that they have yet to be associated historically
with other relics. This claim would be newly changed as it becomes clear with historical
remains that our antique ancestors kept doing positive activities along the coast of the antique
kingdom, Balhae.
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