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A Study on Repairing and Preservation of the

Early Western Style Architecture in Korea

- Focused on the Case Study on the Church Buildings Which are
Registered as National Cultural Properties -

Kim, Jung-Shin
(Professor, Dankook University)

ABSTRACT

This study reviewed the preservation status of the Early Western Style Architecture in Korea
based on the on-site research of church buildings which are registered as National Cultural
Properties. I have investigated 21 church buildings regarding the frequency, content and concept
of restoration.

The results are summarized as follows :

First, the churches have been restored extensively in every 17 years on the average.

Second, the main restorations are replacement of bricks, painting, waterproofing, repair of roof
and timber. And the main changes are extension of plan, removal of interior posts, and
replacement of floor.

Third, the main concept of restorations are historical restoration(62%), critical restoration(23%),
stylistic restoration(14%).

Forth, the category of restoration have been changed, that is extending of incompletion (1st
stage), functional improvement and extension of the span of life(2nd stage), improvement of
facilities(3rd stage), restoration to the original state and conservation(4th stage).

Fifth, the issues of repairing techniques are revival and replacement of weathered bricks, the
removal of painting, and structural reinforcement.

This study will be able to be used as the fundamental materials to improve the techniques of
restoration of Early Western style masonry buildings.
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