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A Study on The Construction of Choryang-Waegwan

Kim, Soon-il
(Professor, Pusan National University)
Chung, Ye-jung
(Graduate Student, Pusan National University)

ABSTRACT

This study concerns especially Chorvang-Weagwan which was the largest Japanese House left
in Pusan through Chosun Dynasty.

Choryang-Waegwan was known to have been jointly constructed by Korean and Japanese
carpenters. Therefore, Weagwan was a place for exchange of architectural tradition (special
features such as sliding door and straw mat) between Korean and Japan. Judging from this
point of wview, It is certain that mutual influences helped to shape architecture of
Choryang-Weagwan. '

After establishment Choryang-Weagwan was gradually extended, owing to the prosperity of
trade with Japan. But since late 18th century government of Chosun did not give as much care
to maintaining Choryang-Weagwan as a result of deteriorating condition of commercial and
diplomatic relations with Japan.

From the beginning of Choryang-Weagwan construction, Superintendents of the construction
were called Hun-do and Byl-cha, who acted as official interpreters as well. And, during
construction works, they were called Gamdong-gwan,

At the start of construction, Weagwan was built partly in Japanese-style by the carpenters
from Tokugawa Shogunate. But as time passed, the participation rate of Japanese carpenters
diminished gradually. After 1831, Japanese technician vanished extremely and repairing
construction was continued by the Korean workers only.
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