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Relationships among Children’s Perceived Social Support,
Locus of Control, and Self-Esteem
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ABSTRACT

This study explored the relationship of children’s perceived social support and locus of
control to their self-esteem. Subjects were 190 5th grade children. Instruments were the
revised Coopersmith Self-Esteem Inventory (1967), Dubow and Ullman's Social Support
Appraisal Scale (1989), and Crandall’s Intellectual Achievement Responsibility (1965). Data
were analysed by t-tests and Pearson’s correlations. Children with high perceived social
support had higher self-esteem than children with low perceived social support. Children
who attributed their success to internal factors had high self-esteem; children who
attributed their success to external factors had low self-esteem. Successful children who
attributed their success to external factors had low self-esteem, regardless of their social
support level. Children who attributed their success to their abilities or hard work had high
self-esteem only if they received high social support.
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