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the Behavior Problems of Elementary School Children
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ABSTRACT

This study examined relationships between peer variables and externalizing behavior problems
of 290 4th and 5th grade children in elementary school. The children completed the Friendship
Quality Scale and the peer nomination questionnaire, Parents and teachers rated behavior
problems of children using the Connors’ Rating Scale. Results indicated that rejected children
had more behavior problems than popular, average, or neglected children. Socio-emotional
supports from a close friend and satisfaction with the friend were negatively related to behavior
problems. Behavior problems were mainly predicted by low peer acceptance, and behavior
problems of rejected children were negatively and strongly related to socio-emotional supports
of a close friend. In conclusion, peer rejection was a risk factor and a friend’s support was a
protective factor for externalizing behavior problems in 4th and Sth graders.

Key Words : 52 #+A| (peer-relationships), B & 8 ¢l(protective factor), $18 8.1 (risk factor)
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