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The Effects of Group Composition on the Discussion in

Web-Based Online Discussion
Su-young FkyuH - Oh-Han Kang"

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we investigate the effects of group composition according to the personality
type of learner on the content of discussion in web-based synchronous online discussion. The
experiment for this study was conducted with high school students. First, we conducted the
MBTI(Myers Briggs Type Indicator) test and based upon the result, we classified learners into
3 groups; introverts group, extroverts group, and introverts/extroverts mixed group. After the
online discussion, the content of discussion were analyzed by the units of meaning, based on
the four dimensions which were proposed in the 'content analysis model’ by Henri(1992),
Among four dimensions, ‘social’ and ’interactive’ dimension belonged to  category of
inter-dependence, and ’cognitive’ and ’'metacognitive’ dimension belonged to category of
subject-relevance. The introverts/extroverts mixed group, which was heterogeneously composed,
had the most positive effects on the total numbers of the units of meaning, the
inter-dependence, and the subject-relevance of the contents of discussion.
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