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Changes of Total Gaseous Mercury Concentration Levels and the
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Abstract: The concentrations of gaseous mercury (Hg) determined between two different time periods of the late 1980s
and the late 1990s were compared to account for the effects of changes between source/sink relationships of atmospheric
Hg in an urban area. The Hg concentration levels were different remarkably between the two time periods due possibly to
changes in source/sink relationships. The results showed that the Hg levels in the former period were measured to be
14.4£9.56 ngm™ (N =2714), whereas those of the latter period were characterized by approximately three-fold decreased
values of 5.34+3.92ngm” (N=2576). Using two independent measurement data sets, we examined the patterns of Hg
distribution at different time scales. When analyzed over 24 hour scale, these data sets exhibited two distinctive distribution
patterns. The former period showed enhanced concentration levels during daytime, while the latter period showed relative
depletion during daytime. The patterns of the two data sets were also examined over seasonal scale. The results of two
different time periods consistently showed the occurrences of maximum seasonal values during winter. The former period
was characterized by seasonal patterns of fuel consumption with excessive Hg levels during winter. Conversely, no
distinctive trend was apparent for the latter period with slight changes in concentration levels across seasons. In order to
analyze the factors affecting Hg distributions between two different periods, we conducted both correlation and factor
analysis on both all data sets and on seasonally divided data groups. The results of these analyses consistently indicate
that the Hg concentration levels for two different time periods are regulated by distinctive source processes that are
characteristic of each period.
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Table 1. A timetable for intensive measurements of Hg
concentrations from Han Nam stations during 1987 through
1988 and 1999 through 2000.

Experi- Hannam 87-88 Hannam 99-00
ment No.  gar End Start End
1 87-9-18 87-9-28 99-9-17  99-9-29
2 87-10-13  87-10-19 99-10-25 99-11-19
3 87-10-24  87-10-28 00-1-17  00-2-10
4 87-11-23 87-12-1 00-2-16 00-2-26
5 87-12-21 87-12-28 00-3-2 00-3-14
6 88~1-25 88-2-1 0069 00-6-26
7 88-2-13 88-2-22 00-7-10 00-7-25
8 1988-03-12 1988-03-21

9 1988-04-11 1988-04-18
10 1988-05-21 1988-05-27
11 1988-06-08 1988-06-27
12 1988-07-16 1988-07-25
13 1988-09-12  1988-09-20
14 1988-10-22 1988-10-28
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Table 2. A statistical summary of gaseous Hg concentration data determined from Hannam during the late 1980s and late
1990s (meant SD, N =number of observations, R = minimum ~ maximum).

Annual Annual
All data All data
1987 1988 1999 2000
1987 ~ 1988 1999 ~ 2000
144+9.56 153+10.2 14.0£923 534+3.92 523+3.12 539+4.26
Hg (ng m™) (N=2714) (N=810) (N=1904) (N =2576) (N =850) (N=1726)
R=473~113 R=473~1127 R=509~109 R=056~801 R=056~183 R=104~80.1
Temp. (C) 14.1+£106 10.7£8.40 155+11.1 8.45+9.15 82418.11 8.55+9.65
‘ (N = 8546) (N =2506) (N = 6040) N =6707) (N =2320) (N =4387)
UV I ) 29.7+48.3 1484244 37.8+55.7 182+323 124£19.1 215+374
(N=6623) (N=2343) (N = 4280) (N =6895) (N=2517) (N=4378)
RH (%) 485+194 539+18.8 463%192 66.6119.8 71.9£17.8 63.6£20.2
(N = 8481) N=2512) (N = 5969) (N =6899) N =2512) (N =4387)
Wepeed (m s 0.67£0.67 0.74£0.77 0.6410.63 1.18£0.84 097£0.74 1.30£0.87
(N = 8589) (N=2519) (N = 6070) (N =6891) (N=2516) (N =4375)
S0, (ppb) 6.57£5.12 7.20+5.27 6.12+4.96 6.28+2.90 5374248 6.81+2.99
2 (PP (N=5721) N =2367) (N=3354) (N=6762) (N=2483) (N =4279)
NO (ppb) 61.8+53.4 844£5938 5244475 433+484 6441604 3134347
(N =8559) N=2512) (N =6047) N=6734) (N =2436) (N=4298)
NO, (ppb) 21.9£15.1 15.1£104 247158 413£212 422+172 40.7£23.1
(N =8559) (N=2511) (N = 6048) N=6734) (N =2436) (N =4298)
NOX (ppb) 83.7+57.5 99.54+62.9 77.1£537 84.5+62.1 107+73.2 720£50.8
(N =8558) (N =2511) (N =6047) (N=6734) (N =2436) (N = 4298)
CH. (opm) 1.96+0.58 1.84+0.51 2.06+0.62 2314039 237033 227042
(N =5236) (N=2364) (N =2872) N =6077) (N=2379) (N =3698)
0.6420.64 0.79£0.75 051 = 050 0.6110.48 0.84+0.55 047£035
NMHC (ppm)
(N=5237) (N =2364) (N =2873) (N =6077) (N =2379) (N =3698)
THC (ppm) 2.60£0.93 2.64+1.00 2.57+0.86 2924073 321£0.78 274+0.63
(N =5236) (N =2364) (N=2872) (N =6077) (N =2379) (N =3698)
01 (pob) 102+158 6.81+14.0 11.6+£16.3 15.8+14.8 890+9.21 19.8416.0
> (PP (N = 8218) (N =2357) (N =5861) (N =6801) (N=2503) (N =4298)
CO (ppm) 2.54%2.60 3.32£3.26 229+231 1.15£0.67 1.29+0.84 1.07£0.54
(N = 8070) (N =1925) (N=6145) (N=6589) (N=2291) (N =4298)
3 1431+96.6 1424935 143+98.0 65.6147.9 6561479
PM10 (ug m ™) (N = 8022) (N =2437) (N =5585) N =2492) (N =2492)
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Fig. 1. Comparison of diumal variation patterns of gaseous Hg between two different periods of late 80s and 90s. Seasonal
effects can also be checked concurrently: (a) using all data sets, (b) 1987 ~ 1988 data only, and (c) 1999 ~ 2000 data only.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of temporal distribution pattems of Hg
in terms of (a) seasonal and (b) monthly basis.
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Table 3. Results of correlation analysis between Hg concentrations and relevant environmental parameters: comparison of late

80s and 90s.
(ﬁ?a Spring Summer Fall Winter g;l)l, Spring Summer Fall Winter m{‘g}ln Spring Summer Fall Winter
Hannam 87-88 data Hannam day Hannam night

Temp. -009 003 0.17 004 014 -010 009 022 010 -015 -010 010 -001 -0.10 046

uv 002 041 006 004 -036 002 038 007 004 -041 -014 - - - -
RH 002 014 006 005 009 003 -018 -006 011 -0.12 011 -008 001 001 042
Wspeed -0.13 -0.17 -008 022 012 -012 -021 -015 -016 -0.14 -0.18 -0.13 001 -031 -0.16
SO, 014 023 016 008 021 007 033 009 002 031 018 013 028 016 0.14
NO 033 017 004 037 036 017 011 -009 025 013 05 030 025 061 066
NO, -005 -001 -009 016 001 -004 -006 -021 020 016 -007 008 009 013 -022
NOX 029 0.13 0.01 037 035 014 006 014 027 015 050 027 023 0358 062
CH, 019 017 060 022 025 016 019 062 011 016 020 0.18 071 038 020
NMHC 028 023 0.78 012 053 002 005 067 -005 027 049 064 088 033 059
THC 031 024 0.68 021 053 011 014 066 004 027 048 042 080 044 059
0O; 008 002 -003 -004 -009 003 006 004 002 -006 -028 -027 -026 -030 -032
CO 040 040 012 035 040 020 021 -001 019 013 067 067 033 066 078
PM10 027 016 0.34 030 032 019 005 020 021 021 038 034 048 044 046

Hannam 99-00 data Hannam day Hannam night

Temp. 001 047 025 037 008 005 04 038 036 011 002 064 030 -036 011

uv. 003 007 -012 011 -005 -001 -008 -011 -009 -008 - - - - -
RH 010 040 0.09 001 015 008 040 001 011 035 012 040 013 008 0.13
Wspeed 025 042 005 -030 -026 -025 -045 006 0.8 -054 027 045 0I5 —040 -0.24
SO, 039 076 0.65 070 021 062 075 083 070 054 032 078 046 073 020
NO 038 057 0.58 064 028 051 050 062 060 054 034 061 055 067 029
NO, 038 075 069 063 031 061 073 082 063 065 032 077 057 066 030
NOX 043 066 072 069 030 067 061 084 067 060 036 069 059 070 031
CHa 024 037 -0.10 068 023 030 0338 -021 066 040 023 036 -006 070 025
NMHC 037 069 048 078 014 057 072 053 074 039 032 066 045 081 0.13
THC 037 061 006 079 023 0353 064 000 076 051 033 060 006 082 022
O, 014 -038 016 -036 021 -008 -035 004 -026 -049 -023 048 036 -048 -0.18
CO 039 076 0.73 056 033 057 076 084 058 064 034 076 0.61 059 036

PMI0O 071 0.60 0.68 - - 074 065 0.75 - - 0.70 057 0.66 - -
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Table 4. Results of varimax rotated factor analysis of Hg and relevant parameters determined from Hannam. Analysis was made
using both all data sets and diurnally divided data groups.

All data Daytime Nighttime
Comm. Comm.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 Comm.
1. Hannam 1987 ~ 1988

Hg 058 055 022 0.70 040 072 067 074 037 -021 0.74
Temp. 030 -0.70 051 084 091 017 087 0.11 -088 0.81
uv -0.16 0.81 069 065 —0.18 016 026 054 0.20 055 037 048
RH 030 012 -065 011 054 043 036 029 019 04 018 014 076 064
WS -0.50 0.13 0.28 -030 -064 051 -026 0.19 -0.74  0.66
SO 062 -0.19 043 063 0.18 015 045 016 062 016 044
NO 080 037 014 021 085 023 089 017 017 09 090 014 025 0.89
NO2 046 059 021 030 069 -065 049 021 -0.18 075 023 072 035 015 072
NOX 0.87 0.18 028 087 094 022 0.94 0.89 032 013 092
CH, 0.15 -011 091 087 0.18 0.89 0.83 080 022 069

NMHC 021 080 024 027 082 067 019 031 017 061 044 079 025 016 091
THC 024 061 -024 068 095 049 024 078 017 093 038 064 056 023 093
O; 010 023 076 013 065 -064 024 —0.18 039 065 022 035 -025 —041 039

co 049 075 0.82 057 058 032 076 070 055 0.10 081
PM10 0.81 018 012 070 019 081 011 017 073 075 023 019 028 074
Eigenvalues 341 339 224 165 378 34 187 150 380 344 180 173
CV (%)* 228 453 603 713 252 482 606 706 253 483 602 717
2. Hannam 1999 ~ 2000
Hg 076 042 -0.18 0.79 082 026 030 0.83 071 045 026 0.77
Temp. 022 092 o0.l11 0.90 026 089 025 0.93 0.19 090 0.8 0.88
uv 004 030 072 0.61 -0.54 040 0.45 - - - -
RH 025 047 064 0.69 025 -0.17 0.80 0.74 023 059 045 0.60
WS 021 030 075 069 024 -0.80 070 015 -028 -085 0.81
SO, 074 -021 0.14 0.61 073 024 022 0.64 077 -0.16 -0.11 0.64
NO 075 -032 -029 0.75 059 058 028 0.76 0.81 ~020 031 0.78
NO, 082 032 011 0.78 085 —022 022 0.82 084 026 0.8 0.81
NOX 091 -002 -024 0.89 0.87 021 030 0.90 0.90 0.28 0.89
CH, 0.12 09 0.00 0.93 091 032 0.94 0.15 -0.94 0.91
NMHC 0.78 -0.30 001 0.70 068 048 0.70 083 -0.14 0.71
THC 0.37 -0.90 -001 0.94 025 090 -028 0.95 043 0386 092
0O, —0.19 047 068 0.72 0.6 042 066 045 045 057 0.73
Co 092 -001 -027 0.92 087 027 029 0.91 089 010 035 0.93
PMI10 069 055 -003 0.77 076 037 024 0.78 064 0.66 0.85
Eigenvalues 547 400 222 509 423 237 568 386 1.69
CV (%)* 365 631 779 340 622 779 406 682 803

*denotes cumulative variance.
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