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Geochemistry of Stream Water around the Abandoned Boeun Coal Mine, Hoenam Area
Seo-Ryeong Jeon, Ik-Jong Shin, and Kyu-Seung Lee (Department of Agricultural Chemistry, Chungnam National University, Taejeon

305-764, Korea)

ABSTRACT :

Stream water chemistry in the abandoned Boeun Jeil coal mine area was studied for a period of 3

months, including rainy and dry season. The stream waters were a nearly neutral and slightly alkali condition, and
Mg-SQ; type with Mg>Ca>Na>K and SO»>HCO;>CI>NO;. Chemical composition of the stream water was quite irregular
during the experimental period. Concentrations of Na, K, HCOs, U, Sr, and Cr decreased by 10~30% during rainy
season, caused by dilution effects with rain. The concentration of Ca, Mg, NO;, Cd, and Co increased during the rainy
season, caused by more easily dissolved from bedrocks or mine drainage with slightly acidic condition than dry season.
The stream water was enriched in Mg, Ca, HCO;, SO, Al, Fe, Zn, Ni, Co, Cr, Cd, Sr and U. Concentrations of Na,
Mg, Ca, SOs HCOs, Fe, Zn, Ni, Sr, and U decreased linearly with distance from the mine adit. These elements were
strongly controlled by dilution of unpolluted water influx and/or adsorption on the clay minerals and iron oxyhydroxide
precipitates. This mine area exhibited two main weathering processes ; 1) oxidation with acidification derived from Fe
sulphides, and 2) pH buffering due to Ca and Mg carbonate dissolution. This weathering processes were followed by
adsorption of metals on iron oxyhydroxides and precipitation.
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Fig. 1. Geomorphology and sample locations in the Boeun mine area.
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Table 1 Chemical composition of stream water in the Boeun mine area.

Sit Period pH mS/cm (m*/sec) Concentration (mg/L) 08.833:8 (ug/L)
no. EC FQ. TDS DO Na Mg K Ca HCO; SO, NO; (i U Sr Al Fe Zn Ni Co Cd Cu Cr As Pb
June 79 3.17 ND 1070 92 730 402 1.35 8.37 321 2106 0.00 222 3182 1194 240 768 993 800 1.20 13.44 3.72 3.30 0.22 0.29
~ July 7.8 962 206 1010 8.5 491 438 1.08 15.57 268 4839 0.78 3.55 2874 980 0.92 717 607 929 7.66 16.14 1.56 1.40 0.15 0.03
Jjune 77 204 ND 720 87 481 425 146 898 193 505 0.62 124 1504 882 246 491 516 352 0.54 11.00 3.28 2.90 0.24 0.08
2 July 73 748 673 850 8.5 4.55 369 1.39 14.00 110 1657 295 230 1054 759 1.56 529 1658 868 21.25 42.04 329 1.25 0.13 nd
June 77 222 ND 780 9.1 472 452 176 9.84 163 1329 0.78 230 1284 985 26.76 553 587 322 3.93 14.58 3.18 2.43 0.14 0.06
5 ’ July 70 804 4 900 8.7 4.32 421 0.81 1406 69 702 233 186 713 789 nd 563 1612 750 23.02 42.52 2.85 1.07 0.15 nd
m 4 June 73 123 ND 450 9.0 451 83 1.44 6.58 130 555 062 230 710 696 8.82 305 442 245 2.84 12.89 3.26 2.27 0.13 0.16
= July 68 434 g 510 8.1 3.71 356 0.79 6.85 49 768 2.79 2.13 277 583 12.80 298 926 384 10.69 26.41 5.86 1.86 0.10 nd
s Jjune 7-8 124 ND 460 9.1 420 73 146 6.39 118 483 062 2.57 601 6312537 261 314 173 2.08 9.08 18.19 5.76 0.18 0.07
July 75 425 g3 520 87 3.76 351 093 744 53 766 2.02 2.04 381 701 36.30 325 882 393 10.44 27.00 3.28 1.99 0.11 nd
p June 82 122 ND 450 9.0 458 81 161 663 118 289 nd 1.60 679 7123741 265 186 158 1.71 6.52 2.73 4.85 0.22 0.01
July 76 436 g 480 8.6 3.73 306 099 740 53 549 3.10 3.10 366 691 48.55 298 657 351 9252266 2.54 260 0.13 nd
Ave. 7.6 4.10 683 88 4.59 313 126 934 137 1212 1.51 227 1135 800 18.49 448 782 477 7.88 20.36 4.48 2.64 0.16 0.10
g . June 62 0.06 ND 20 88 357 2 039 005 14 3 047 550 1 17 481 10 47 2 0.02 048 3.15 0.55 2.54 nd
m July 77 021 ND 20 80 335 2 028 0.12 8§ 27 8.06 275 1 13 452 2 15 I 001 021 0.52 053 264 nd
m g » 69 014 ND 10 7.8 2.11 1 0.17 0.09 8 24 3627 10.37 1 121285 7 21 I 004 059 1.30 046 034 nd
Z Ave. 69 0.14 17 82 3.01 2 028 009 10 18 149 6.20 1 14 739 6 28 1 003 043 1.66 0.51 1.84 nd
# Abbreviations : EC;electric Conductivity, F.Q.;flow quality, TDS;total dissolved solid, ND;not determined, nd;not detected, Ave;average
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Table 2 Correlation index table of stream water in the Boeun mine area(rainny and dry seasons).

pH_ FEC TDS DO Na Mg K Ca HCO; 50, NO; Cli Sr U Al Fe  Zn  Ni Co Cd  Cu Cr As Pb
H 1.00
mﬂ 012 1.00
DS 012 1.00 1.00
DO 012 041 040 1.00
Na 017 089 088 055 1.00
Mg 0.02 084 085 -001 051 1.00
K 023 -02t -0.19 -0.11 -048 0.15 1.00
Ca 001 071 073 -0.07 033 097 037 1.00
2 HCO; 009 095 095 041 097 067 -048 049 1.00
z SO, 003 092 092 071 088 065 -0.16 055 087 1.00
3 NO; -064 027 -026 -033 -061 013 031 027 -043 -027 1.00
> Ct -030 -001 -002 0.78 004 -025 -0.04 -023 -0.04 034 024 1.00
Z Sr 012 099 099 040 087 085 -0.10 075 092 092 -029 -005 1.00
g u 013 096 096 044 097 069 -042 052 100 089 -045 -003 094 1.00
2 Al 055 -055 -054 009 -034 -045 071 -029 -066 -040 -007 0.13 -048 -0.62 1.00
Fe 005 100 100 039 087 086 -0.18 074 094 092 -022 -001 099 095 -057 1.00
Zn -015 095 094 050 089 072 -038 058 094 094 -0.19 017 092 094 -069 096 1.00
Ni 003 094 094 049 098 064 -047 046 099 091 -042 006 092 099 -066 093 097 1.00
Co -034 -021 -021 036 -036 -008 066 011 -041 007 049 063 -0.13 -037 045 -016 -0.13 -032 100
Cd 061 062 062 035 041 065 001 065 050 070 040 037 064 051 -056 068 075 056 042 1.00
Cu 009 -034 -034 021 -032 -043 -022 -045 -031 -024 026 053 -047 -032 023 -040 -029 -030 0.00 -032 1.00
Cr 065 -040 -041 013 -023 -058 -0.10 -0.61 -032 -036 -032 0.12 -048 -032 056 -049 -0.50 -035 -027 -080 074 1.00
As 063 037 036 -027 044 027 -039 0.11 048 007 -061 -069 031 047 -024 031 0.8 038 -092 -043 -0.12 030 1.00
Pb -031 069 067 056 085 029 -071 010 082 076 -032 032 064 080 -075 069 086 087 -021 058 -0.15 -035 0.10 100
pH EC TDS DO Na Mg K Ca  RHCO; 50, NO; Sr U Al Fe Zn Ni_ Co Cd  Cu Cr As Pb
pHl 1.00
EC 033 1.00
TDS 027 099 1.00
DO 050 020 022 1.00
Na 043 097 097 016 1.00
Mg 008 089 090 0.09 081 1.00
K 046 038 039 013 056 001 100
. Ca 029 098 099 027 097 084 048 1.00
§ HCO; 064 081 076 000 08 070 040 073 100
m SOy 063 076 071 -006 082 067 038 067 099 1.00
2 NO; -055 -062 -059 -0.18 -0.61 -074 0.03 -0.51 -0.82 -083 1.00
g C 079 034 024 -001 041 008 031 024 072 072 -045 1.00
s Sr 069 089 086 040 090 076 037 085 09 086 -080 059 1.00
T U 063 084 080 005 089 073 039 076 100 099 -0.82 069 093 1.00
= Al 025 -080 -083 023 -0.76 -085 -022 -0.80 -051 -048 036 0.12 -048 -054 1.00
T Fe 039 099 099 022 098 09 038 097 085 080 -069 037 092 088 -077 1.00
Zn -052 029 038 017 024 025 027 043 -027 -032 038 -068 -0.07 -022 -056 023 1.00
Ni 029 097 098 016 098 081 057 099 076 071 -050 025 082 079 -083 09 042 1.00
Co 047 034 042 027 027 028 022 047 -025 -032 036 -0.62 -001 -020 -053 027 098 044 1.00
Cd -055 014 023 022 008 0.1 019 029 -042 -048 049 -074 -020 -038 -041 008 098 027 098 1.00
Cu -085 -060 -056 -0.74 -0.60 -036 -038 -059 -0.61 -055 053 -061 -0.84 -063 0.00 -063 015 -052 004 019 1.00
Cr 020 -080 -0.85 -0.07 -0.75 -0.85 -023 -0.83 -041 -037 036 028 -0.51 -046 094 -078 -0.69 -0.84 -0.68 -0.57 0.13 1.00
As 044 078 076 058 070 055 027 079 050 042 -032 038 077 055 -036 076 025 070 038 019 -082 -045 1.00
Pb 065 069 062 -004 072 065 0.18 057 096 097 -088 077 085 096 -037 074 -047 058 -045 -0.61 -0.57 -026 041 1.00
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Fig. 2. Trilinear diagram used to classify water on the basis of its
chemical composition (Piper, 1944).
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