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<ABSTRACT>

A Comparative Study of New Curriculum Between Korea and Japan

in Elementary Mathematics

Ha, Tae-Sung?

This paper tries to find out about organizational and managemental aspect of Korean curriculum
through a comparison between Korea's 7th elementary mathematics curriculum and that of Japan's
elementary mathematics curriculum, which will start in 2002 through researching various literatures.

The main characteristic of this elementary mathematics curriculum is that Korea has organized a
learning program that tended to individual differences, and focused on student-centered activities and
communication based on constructivism. On the other hand, Japan reduced leaming contents a lot by
running 5-schooldays a week so that 80% of teaching time can be spent to help the students master
mathematical contents of the textbook. This leaves 20% of teaching time to be used for improving
mathematical thinking power as a foundation of creativity through mathematical activities.

Korea's teaching time spent for elementary mathematics is about 80% of Japan's, which is also less
than that of other country’s. Less time in leaming mathematics will lead to decrease in learning
ability. Therefore, there is a need for increased teaching time in mathematics.

Korea's revision of curriculum is about 5 years which is often compared to that of Japan's 10 years.
Frequent revising is good in that it reflects the social demand, but it can cause much confusion and
problems in accepting and applying its program in a real classroom setting, which is why it needs to
be looked at again.

The direction, objective and assesment of revision fits the demands of international trends and
essentials of mathematics. Japan puts its emphasis on learning through repetition and Korea puts its
emphasis on problem solving and communication.

Regarding assesment, both Korea and Japan is looking for ways to find various assessing ways
which will focus on mathematical process rather than the mathematical results, and also will put
emphasis on criterion—directed assesment to measure goal achievements. However Japan emphasize on

using report cards of assesment to help mathematics learning.

7) Waseok Elementary School (755 Hwamyong-Dong, Buk-Gu, Busan, Korea. Tel: 051-361-7002, E-mail:
nana0l @edunet4u.net)



