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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to assess implementation on tariff quotas and tariff cuts committed
in the WTO as result of Uruguay Round(UR) negotiations and to examine impacts of reductions in
agricultural protection agreed in the UR on major non-timber forest products markets. The implementation
of WTO Agreement on Agriculture was analysed based on the relevant data and statistics. The impacts
of implementation on tariff cuts and tariff quotas on non-timber forest products markets were estimated
by using supply and demand elasticities from previous studies and data on production, consumption and
trade after UR. The quantities of Chestnut, Pine nut and Jujube imported by the system of tariff quota
did not exceed the committed quotas over the five years from 1995 to 1999. The current level of applied
rates on imports of non-timber products is much lower than that of bound rates, which will be maintained
until the year 2004. It is estimated that increase in imports after UR reduced prices and that reduction
in prices led to decrease in expenditure and to increase in consumer surplus. It is estimated, however,
that production level significantly decreased due to rise in imports and that the negative effects on
production exceeded positive effects on consumption. Exports of most non-timber forest products decreased
after UR even though non-timber forest products could gain access to the export markets at the lower
tariffs as a result of UR,
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