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A Comparative Study on the Frequency of Allophones, Phonemes
and Letters in Korean

o] A o
Sang-QOak Lee

ABSTRACT

This study starts with an investigation of the frequency of allophones from the
narrowly transcribed data of (1) most frequently used 2000 words and (2) some passages
of standard Seoul Korean. Consequently this entails the investigation of the frequency of
phonemes by adding the number of allophones. These two investigations are conducted
for the first time in the study of Korean phonology. Previous studies on the reported
"frequency of phoneme’ are in fact studies on the 'frequency of letters’ and the critical
difference between these two types of studies has yet to be clarified accurately. This
paper also reveals the proportional distribution of natural classes among Korean phonemes
and letters.
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2L %

X2 (2 R %

o] 9] (A1&2)

Hl gol/A &2 TRE(1956) | 1444 (1990) | £A101(1993) | ZeH(1997)
— 5.02 5.11(8) 3.05(15) 5.180(7)
T 4.30 2.72(15) 4.33(10) 7.151(4) 2.783(16)
m 0.17 0.64(28) 0.425(10) 0.216(34)
1 5.72 5.79(7) 4.32(11) 9.669(3) 4.333(8)
3 150 2.08(18) 5.381(5) 1.927(18)
il 0.35 0.32(35) 0.258(32)
L 4.02 451(9) 4.83(7) 11.052(2) 3.984(10)
AL 0.66 0.55(29) 0.726(8) 0.410(28)
t Q.77 9.78(2) 9.09(1) 21.718(1) 8.879(2)
5 042 0.41(33) 0.616(9) 0.286(31)
1} 0.59 1.04(24) 0.750(24)
7 843 6.74(5) 7.68(2) 12.116(3) 7.286(4)
= 0.50 0.14(32) 0.88(25) 0.318(14) 0.208(35)
‘I" 1.07 0.43(29) 0.86(26) 0.596(12) 0.323(30)
L 8.32 8.38(3) 6.90(4) 14.097(2) 8.823(3)
= 410 3.40(11) 3.28(14) 6.650(5) 3.809(11)
E 0.62 0.54(26) 1.24(22) 0.897(11) 0.591(25)
2= 1.05 0.45(28) 0.55(29) 0.545(13) 0.338(29)
=2 7.22 6.99(4) 5.81(6) 11.761(4) 6.362(5)
=) 4.12 3.36(12) 4.22(12) 5.780(6) 3.140(13)
M 0.4 0.97(22) 1.06(23) 1.135(21)
B 2.99 2.37(17) 3.59(13) 4.034(8) 2.281(17)
iz 0.51 0.48(27) 1.34(21) 1.023(10) 0.534(26)
HH 0.19 0.13(33) 0.44(32) 0.142(16) 0.074(40)
A 3.80 3.80(10) 4.56(8) 4.039(9)
M 0.84 0.97(22) 1.06(23) 1.135(21)
o 313 2.03(18) 5.90(5) 20.462(1) 2.862(15)
= 3.65 2.92(14) 4.35(9) 5.770(7) 3.490(12)
P 0.96 0.76(24) 1.56(20) 1.827(9) 0.963(22)
AR 0.59 0.13(34) 0.75(27) 0.178(15) 0.091(39)
& 2.30 2.99(13) 2.23(17) 2.986(14)
Ao 9.89(1) 9.656(1)
Eigell 2.54(16)
il 1.00(21)
w/L+ 0.92(23)
- 0.63(25) 0.12(37) 0.836(23)
W/ T+ 0.39(30)
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2= % A2 (2 A %

Eah g ggj%g 2R (1955) | o] A}(1990) | ZAo1(1993) | Th(1997)
- 0.136(37)
” 0.124(38)
= 0.036(42)
s 0.019(43)
25 0.014(44)
= 0.014(4)
= 0.009(48)
» 0.002(49)
= 0.001(50)
- 0.00051)
= 0.0001)

B4 & o AREDY NE 29 24 QEl%) - NEE 0D
== % R2(ZAN %

=y °§?;ﬁ§g o142 (1990) 2E(1997)
F 977 9.09(1) 8879(2)
- 8.43 768(2) 7286(4)
= 832 6.90(4) 88233)
| 757 6943) 6231(6)
= 122 581(6) 6.36205)
] 572 432(11) 4338(3)
= 502 305(15) 5180(7)
T 430 433(10) 2.783(16)
o 112 422(12) 3140(13)
= 410 328(14) 3.800(11)
T 402 488(7) 3984(10)
P 380 456(8) 4039(9)
= 365 435(9) 349012)
o 313 59005) 2.862(15)
a 299 350(13) 2.281(17)
0 258 231(16) 1.872(19)
- 2.30 2.23(17) 2.986(14)
3 2.26 1.59(19) 1.761(20)
B 1.50 2.08(18) 1.927018)
- 1.07 0.86(26) 0.323(30)
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82 % X2 (22X %
=y olfﬁi(%&%g) o] 4+ (1990) 20)(1997)
tC 1.05 0.55(29) 0.338(29)
P 0.96 1.56(20) 0.963(22)
M 0.84 1.06(23) 1.135(21)
AL 0.66 0.55(29) 0.410(28)
E 0.62 1.24(22) 0.591(25)
AR 059 . 0.75(27) 0.091(39)
E 0.42 0.41(33) 0.286(31)
sl 0.35 0.32(35) 0.258(32)
9] 023 0.35(34) 0.195(36)
Bl 0.19 0.44(32) 0.074(40)
i 0.17 0.27(36) 0.220(33)
m 0.17 0.64(28) 0.216(34)
| 0.09 0.45(31) 0.011(46)
4 0.07 0.00(39) 0.455(27)
H 0.06 0.00(39) 0.010(47)
1 0.05 0.05(38) . 0.050(41)
=X o 9.656(1)
- 0.12(37) 0.836(23)
135 0.136(37)
A 0.124(38)
=) : 0.036(42)
=0 0.019(43)
e 0.014(44)
X 0.014(44)
e 0.009(48)
n 0.002(49)
e 0.001(50)
N 0.000(51)
A 0.000(51)

folA B 28 98 7HA #Fo] sbesdley +A4 A5 E, =,
o)zt ol A Atk E 32 99 E 1AM BAD AE T, LRTI SAHARBEH
oA A2GA LSHAR1993)E W A oh Bl Aoy, dAZ E 40 B RA
g @ 17 dE BRFA9B)S T Aol e 2AH1993)E W UM, F o]¥d
(1990)% mej(1997)%ke]l A &g diulg heA ok E 1004 ' ¢AZF B 1 A6
Aol E 4olME A ZA =Ho| ok ‘o] WAl 2~5 AfEd 2 A= A BE e A
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of Holstch E Tl 2~4 AYY ‘Lol 3 AT AAHYET oS 4k sz Lkl
T, N, A, ) S 97 ASHYR, WHE U, Je SHded, 58 2 3
£ g EelE ARAM Y A8 dehtd ge wgos Ash 48 du Ae =4
ol

= ey
T ARHD 0] gl A corpusTHe F74 wiEolth

Bl. A5 NEF A Qo)A AR £X gy
252 BEAte] g Ffol mep AR BEXE HolH, 99 2 7HA A8 e x
Ab A3oh A2RHE ciH]AlA R AT

o

X5 AL 23 HE £9 AL o8](%)

o] 444 (1990) 3l (1997) A2/°}2 (2000
A A 57.20 49.338 53.63
lad L 2 2 o SA4AL 22.83 21.190 2255
b)) T © HAXF 25.69 23.801 25.00
latb) #He 4852 45081 4755
2) A= e x AF 5.02 2.296 1.96
3) T mox AL 3.66 1.961 412
2+3) 8.68 4257 6.08
2gat : 42.80 40653 46.35
4a) F 4 T — 1 KA 3651 35.029 42.02
4b) -+l 0.27 0.675 0.12
da+bh) (H)EZ 36.78 35.704 42.14
5 °lFEE 6.02 4949 421

e gy F 59A FF Tul(1997)9 AE-AH49.338%)9F ES-A140.653%)9] AR
100%7F ¢F H& o)fe, T ZARS BH 24 0(9.656%)0] mE 3, w(0.136%) 59
ARAAS0] Uoix) %2 Axsn o 22® Aotk

dajo] £95 9 § A9 “ZAHo] MESAR" F pr23dl A2AY RTBL 59432%
(o129 34.08%% WA, Beae] TR 40568%z e o EAET W R
A&A7E o2t T Wksle) A Aol

A AU EAA HE F 4SS et HiE S 7191 1:10]2, o8 &3 HFSE52
2 £38YT 907 A olubell dojA Aol Agut £ &0l Wi 10 W JHF
Er} o] Zo] BE B9 Yo WA=z 3 7}1] 7"\}0“’\1 2o 7o v E Holed ©
A A2 A8 AL(196%)7 F54.16%)9] ujgTte] FolatA o 5401 Atk A AT
oA BE9 random sample(®]42} 1990)o|v ¥k corpus(th 1997) Rt} A go] ¢ 2o

2oZ FALA FrIFTh
BEE F da)0l 9449 dESEL EF R 20 9 oo =& AEZ o &Y 6-
10 ¥l o AF 2ol HiETh “FAo] HIEFAIA Y HeRg o o

2
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36.03 o 10322 3 s} wheln} Hr}

Ak ol e oe To| BEH 2

A28 %E 7t29 A2E P4t Holzich

FE oM, 471

\EEAA A% W V+W
H} H ot P - 18.46% + A 4..60 23.06
H kv =3 = = 196 + 5 1.94 3.90
(] tc AR Ll 3.14 + M 0.98 412
X 251 568 461 10.76 23.56 558 194 752 31.08
+ + +
= S o 1542
=1 713
Y 349 1638 268 2255 (53.63)
X+Y 6.00 2206 461 13.44 46.11 (53.63)
A Erb Bole vhe, fAAEST vhEES WE TS BB WES 2
& HA(53.63%)2] 43.93%2) 2356%(AE& 4t wie] 9Tk g AA ] o FAALL

42.05%<1 2255%°1H, wtESE 14.02%% 752%th AEE FaAl BSE 314%, AL
1.96%, ®l$-2 15.42%, qua}*— 461%t X+Y2 He 5 AA (e AAG

L=}
pus

O

ATNE
olt},

ATE A

£

v°ﬂ “}"4 ARE 2EE 2

B &

=X
AFPol= Estn

KeX
1

3. 4

o] S-(allophone) ¥ & (phoneme)d] %
2 g3k 53] §4FE S %%%? F Ue
FTUel A FaE vzt Ak E o 4A
Al =4}, 5}“{} }':‘(lettergl 29 9xe) gg

29}

X}E(JXH«] Y dlxgo g 7|&
FAL Ao M e AR
2 2 Abu g i)

6.00:22.06 : 461 : 1344 1 1.94%(eF 3:11:2:7:1)

=

i

9}1%&1 IR

247} Fjel A
& shot et g9
249} 45 7
EE QN EAst Bgtel as)

o & PN M

I -23 vxg
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