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ABSTRACT. This study was to examine middle school students” understanding of dissolution. More than
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75%0 students understood that dissolution was caused by small particles® tilling the space berween large par-
ticles due to the difference of size among particles. Some other students responded that solute disappeared or
was absorbed in a solvent as the result of dissolution. Besides. they didn’t know that space between particles
was the reason of the volumes decreasing afler the process of dissolution. Instead. thev explained that space
between particles caused dissolution. And they hardly understood the fact that solutes aflect solubility. Stu-
dents™ misunderstanding about the concept of dissolution resulled from the lack ol the explanation on the right
concept of dissolution in science textbooks and the inappropriate use of the dissolulion model by teachers. Tn
conclusion, we need the appropriate explanation in middle school seience textbooks that consider the students’

level and the development of the appropriate model that demonstrates dissolution in the perspeetive of particles.
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