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<ABSTRACT>

A study on the current status of oriental medical care
services in health centers and implications for its expansion

Kyu-Soo Yoo - Moon-Ju Kim
Faculty of Public Health, Kyungsan University

Currently the oriental medical care services in the health centers is getting popularity
because of their unique aspects which western medicine can not cover. This study was conducted
to speculate the current status of oriental medical care services in health centers and possibility
of how to effectively provide the oriental medical care services(or traditional medical care services)
in health centers.

For the study, the survey questionnaires were distributed to all 269 health centers and
138(51.3%) of them were collected. Eight of the collected were inadequate for the analysis and 130
of 269 questionnaires were finally chosen for the study. The SPSS/PC WIN 8.0 was used for the
statistical analysis. The results are as follows.

First, 91 out of 130 sample health centers(70%) are providing oriental medical care services.
The results show that the willingness of the directors and the public awareness in community are
the most important factors to provide oriental medical care services in heaith centers. In contrast,
the lack of cooperative efforts between western and oriental medical doctors and the lack of
government supports are considered as factors that intervene the oriental medical care services in
health centers. About 80% of the sample health centers respond that the government supports is
needed for oriental medical care services in health centers.

Second, it was asked to the directors of 39 health centers which do not provide oriental
medical care services regarding their future plan to include the services. About 70% of health
centers respond that no plan is available now. They acknowledge that the demand on the services
is the most important factor to consider the oriental services as their future medical services.

Third, 69.2% of the oriental medical doctors in health centers are public health doctor. 95.6%
of the sample health centers have space for the oriental medical care services in their facilities and
some health centers provide the services through the private clinics nearby facilities. Finally, the
surveyors consider both budgetary constraints and difficulty in recruiting doctors as barriers for
the effective oriental medical care services in health centers.

Finally, t-test and LSD were employed to find out the difference among several groups. The
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analysis shows statistically significant difference among groups about their recognition on health
care policy, health care system, and effectiveness of oriental medical care services.

To be conclude, the study shows the necessity of oriental medical care services in health
centers. To do so, the government supports, cooperative efforts between oriental and western
medical doctors, and providing job security for doctors should proceed to provide effective
oriental medical care services in health centers.

Key Words : oriental medical care service, health care system, health care policy.



