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A Case of Granular Cell Tumor of the Larynx

Hwa-Kyung Yu, MD, Joong-Keun Kwon, MD, Si-Hyung Kim, MD and Seong-Ki Ahn, MD
Department of QOtolaryngology, University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Ulsan University Hospital, Ulsan, Korea

Granular cell tumor or also called Abrikossoff's tumor, is a rare benign tumor that can
_occur anywhere in the body. Granular cell tumor may single or multiple (synchronous or
metachronous). Approximately half of all granular cell tumors occur in the head and neck,
most commonly in the tongue. But granular cell tumors of the larynx are rare, accounting
for only 7 to 10% of all reported cases. Laryngeal tumors are usually small and men are
more frequently affected than women. The exact histogenesis is still not known but most
recent data support the neurogenic Schwann cell origin. The preferred treatment is local
excision using cold knife or laser. Radiation therapy is of little benefit. We report a case
of granular cell tumor of the larynx which was confirmed by histopathology.
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Fig 1. Intraoperative findings. A: A mass arising from the mid-portion of the right true vocal cord shows solid, round, and
whitish gray colored appearance. B: Specimen shows 08 X 0.6 cm sized round mass.

Fig 2. Histopathological findings. A: Tumor cells comprise polymorphic and range from polyhedral-shaped cells to bizarre
spindle forms. They have abundant pale-staining acidophilic and granular cytoplasm. The nuclei are small, densely chromatic,
vesicular, and centrally located(H & E, X200).
B: Diffuse cytoplasmic strong positivity by immunohistochemistry of S-100 protein is indicative of schwann cell origin(X200).
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