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Pre-service Elementary School Teachers’
Perceptions of Science
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(Institute of Science Education, Kongju National University) -
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(Department of Physics Education, Seoul National University)**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to gain a suggestion how to educate pre-service elementary teachers

in science education. One hundred and twenty three students were involved in the questionnaire to

investigate the perception of science. Many of pre-service elementary teachers had a negative image

of science. They consider science to be stiff, inflexible and dull. They suggested much more of

foreign scientists than Korean ones as respectable scientists. They are very interested in science

related to society, and themselves. It is necessary for elementary pre-service teachers to be educated

to positively improve the images of science and scientist, and to understand modern scientific

philosophical perspectives. And, Korean scientific history education should be educated formally or

informally for them to count on about Korean scientists as respectable ones in science education.
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