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Red-Back Spider, Latrodectus hasselti Thorell, from Australia
(Araneae: Theridiidae)
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Department of Biology, Dongguk University, Seoul 100-715, Korea
and The Arachnological Institute of Korea

Abstract - The Red-Back Spiders (Latrodectus hasselti) were found in all parts of Australia
except in the hottest deserts and on the coldest mountains. The spider is now generally
recognized as being the same family as the Katipo Spider of New Zealand and the Black Widow
Spider of America. This species is the only representative of the genus Latrodectus in Australia.
The Red-Back Spider was probably the most common cause of serious spider bites between 1927,
when records were first kept, and 1956, when an anti-venom became available. The authors
redescribe and figured detailly Red-Back Spider, L. hasselti, which was collected during a field
trip of Australia.
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Family Theridiidae (Gum-Footed Tangle-Web)
Latrodectus hasselti Thorell, 1870
(Red-Back Spider)

2 : Body length 8.45; carapace width/length 3.11/5.10;
head width/length 0.93/0.45; abdomen width/length
5.10/5.45; eye ratio [AME : ALE : PME : PLE} 1.15:1.27:
1:1.03; length of eye row 1st<2nd; leg formula:4 + 1 -
2-3
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Fig. 1. Latrodectus hasselti (Red-Back Spider). (A) Female
body; (B) Epigynum (A) (B).
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Southeast Asia to Australia, New Zealand (Platnick,
1997)
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Taut threads with sticky beads

fastened to surface below web

Fig. 2. The web and habitat of Latrodectus hasselti (Red-
Back Spier).
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Fig. 3. The comparison of abdomen pattern juvenile abdo-
minal pattern.
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