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Employment Structure of University Graduates and Regional Development:
A Case Study of Chonnam National University
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Employment Structure of University Graduates and Regional Development: A
Case Study of Chonnam National University*

Young-Jin Ahn**

Regarding human capital development and the competitive advantage. of regional economies, the
transfer of local university graduates to the local labor market is a very important factor, This study
aims to investigate the employment structure of university graduates and spatial patterns of their jobs,
and the job search strategies to enter the employment system with a case study of Chonnam National
University graduates. Because of the lagged industrial structure and peripheral location of
Kwangju/Chonnam Province, the employment rate of the university graduates is generally lower than a
national average. And there is a strong tendency of the concentration of job places on the
metropolitan areas on the one hand, and on the Kwangju/Chonnam and Capital region of Korea on the
other. University graduates in searching for jobs especially prefer spatial mobility toward job
opportunities in other regions to promoting the flexibility of job qualifications to meet labor market
demands. Based on the results of the study, we can identify a process of so-called ‘brain drains’ in
both quantitative and qualitative terms, and conclude that the role of the Chonnam National University
in promoting regional development potentials and local labor market conditions is quite restrictive.

Key words : local university, employment structure, labor market, brain drain, regional development
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