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Residents’ Cognitions and Attitudes about Urban Development Policy:
A Case of Sunchon City
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Residents’ Cognitions and Attitudes about Urban Development Policy: A Case of
Sunchon City

Jeong-Rock Lee*

Resident s attitude and evaluation about local or urban development policies is a major factor in the
process of the regional and urban planning and its practices. Therefore there are numerous studies
pointing to analysis about the evaluation of the urban development policies. The purpose of this paper is
concerned on the residents’ cognitions, attitudes and evaluation about of urban development policy of
Sunchon City in South Korea. Research area, Suncgon city, has been served as a central place of eastern
Chollanamdo since 1920 and now functions as economic and commercial leading city of Kwangyang-
bay area. In addition, Sunchon city is fastly growned with the influence of national development policy
including the establishment of major industrial estates and the construction of container port in
Kwangyang-bay area. In the overall cognition and evaluation about the quality of life of Sunchon city,
most people are satisfied with the quality of life of urban living comparing with near cities such as
Kwangyang and Yosu city. In particular, the level of satisfaction about education, transportation, natural
environment are relatively higher than economic condition and living facilities. Most of residents have
positive attitude and evaluation about the image of future urban development, and prefer to culture and
education city in urban function of Sunchon city. Therefore, in order to function as a central city of
Kwangyang-bay area, Sunchon city have to adopt new urban development policy including such as
reconstruction of urban spatial structure, strengthening of culture and education functions, and the
related facilities, restructuring of regional industrial structure, and expansion of commercial and
shopping facilities.

Key words : Sunchon City, Kwangyang-bay area, cognition and attitude, urban development
policy, quality of life
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