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Locational Characteristics and Regional Linkages
of Manufacturing Industry in Eumsung County, Korea

Sook Hong* and Hak-Hoon Kim**

The object of this research is to explain types and factors of locations and regional linkages of
manufacturing firms in rural areas using Eumsung County as a case of rural areas. Eumsung County is
now vigorously industrializing owing to the government policy dispersing factories in the Capital
region. The results of the survey conducted on industrial firms in Eumsung County through
questionnaires reveal that individual sites are dominantly preferred by factory owners in comparison to
the designated industrial complexes because the former is cheaper in land price. The main factors
ofindustrial location in Eumsung County are cheap land cost, convenient highway accessibility, and the
dispersion policy of the Capital region. In terms of the regional linkage, the proportion of the linkage
with other regions is larger than that within the local region in case of purchasing raw materials, but the
linkage with other regions is lower than that within the local region in case of selling products. Also
most white collar employees in Eumsung County were revealed to reside in and around the Capital
region. In order to develop and maintain industrial firms in rural areas so as to avoid "dependency
development,” efforts for improving of the linkages between the local firms and expanding of social

overhead capital are necessary.

Key words : industrial location, regional linkage, rural industry, dispersion policy,
dependency development
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