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<Abstract>

Provider's Behavior Change after the Public Release of the Information
on the Cesarean Section Rate

Su-Kyoung Ko”, Soon-Ae Shinn, Ki-Young Kiml), Chang-Yup Kim?
v Social Security Research Institute, National Health Insurance Corporation“ ,
Department of Health Policy and Management, Seoul National University College of Mediciné®

This study was conducted to investigate provider’s behavior change after releasing the
information on the Cesarean section rate. Claims data filed at the National Health Insurance
Corporation was used for this analysis and the focus of this study was the change of
cesarean rate after the public disclosure of information. Average rates of the year 1999 and
2000 were compared, on the institutional basis, and range and coefficient of variation were
estimated.

For the last decade, Cesarean section rate has been increased dramatically. Clinical or
demographic factors could not adequately explain the increase. Instead, nonclinical factors,
such as financial incentive, physician's convenience, practice characteristics, etc., were more
significant in explaining the increasing rate.

Providers’ behavior was significantly affected by the public release of information: after
the release, average rate was decreased by 102%, and variations were also decreased. In
particular, the extent of decrease was explained mainly by nonclinical factor rather than

clinical ones.
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The results suggest that disseminating practice information to providers and consumers

could contribute to reducing unnecessary medical service.

Key Wards - Cesarean section, physician, practice variation, inforrmation
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