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<Abstract>

A Reflection on the Struggles 2000 around
the Separation of Prescribing and Dispensing

Han Joong Kim
Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health,
Yonsei University College of Medicine

There has been a series of struggles around the governmental enforcing separation of
prescribing and dispensing since the consensus for the policy at May 10, 1999, and the
strike among the physicians nationwide at June 19, 2000. This thesis is to review the
process of the affair as a whole and find out some achievements and lessons from it. Most
visible achievement is that physicians have obtained governmental apology for the
enforcing the unprepared policy, and promise to revise the Law on the Pharmaceutical
Affairs, to enlarge governmental support for the medical insurance program, to construct a
presidential committee for the reformation of medical affairs, and so on. Besides these
achievements, physicians have learned much on the relations among them and with society
in general. However this is only the first scene on the road to an extensive
transformation in the medical area following more critical issues on the medical

reformation.
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