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Abstract

This study highlights the homogeneity in the heritage of the costume cultures between the Gulf of Aden, a
part of the Horn region of Africa and the Arab region of West Asia. Specifically, a cross-cultural perspective is
used to examine the similarities between the two regions based on their (1) geographic living cultures and (2)
the use of a costume accessory called Burga-a face veil.

The current trend in research on the traditional costume culture of Africa mostly ties art with the traditional
costume culture and examines its from an aesthetic or animalism perspective rather than from a cross cultural
perspective. Compared to previous research in this area, this study used literature reviews and pictorial analysis
to analyze costume cultures from a cross-cultural petspective.

The Burga, which is worn in the low lands of the Horn region, which is located between the West Asia and
African continents, as well as the Arab region, shows a reciprocal cultural exchange between the two regions.
Similarities can be found in the shape, design, decorative elements, and the way the Burga was wom in two
regions. Although the Burga as a face veil is only a small part of a costume, it reaffirms the similar living cultures
and geographic characteristics of the two regions,

As the living culture environment becomes similar around the world, this study should help with cross culture
negotiations as well as further the development of traditional costume research.
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