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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to examine the direct or indirect effects of psychological family environment,
self-control, and friends characteristics of middle school students on their problem behaviors. Data were
collected from 520 senior students of middle school(266 boys and 254 girls) who reside in Inchon.

The level of problem behaviors was directly influenced positively by closeness with friends and negatively
by self-control and open communication with mothers. And the level of problem behaviors was indirectly
influenced positively by intrafamily conflicts and negatively by self-control, parental monitoring and open

communication with parents. Self-control was the most powerful predicator of problem behaviors of middle
school students.
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Self-control was directly influenced positively by open communication with fathers and negatively by
intrafamily conflicts. Closeness with friends was directly influenced positively by parental monitoring and
negatively by self-control and open communication with mothers.
=50 (Key Words): 54 3] S (problem behavior}, 71%¢] 41213 $73(psychological family environment),
27} EA E(self-control), 17 EA(friends characteristics)
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