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<Abstract>

This study investigated the relationships between inter-cultural experience and socio-psychological
adjustment to the current life among children who have retumned from living abroad.

The subject of research consisted of 102 boys and 110 girls from fourth grade through sixth grade who
retumned to their home country after living in a foreign country. Data were collected from 5 elementary
schools in Seoul. Descriptive statistics, t-tests, correlation analysis and regression were used for data analysis.
The results of children’s social-psychological adjustment were represented by 3 categories: school/friend
relationship, stress/strain, and language/learning.

The following are the summarized results; First, girl students were more likely to adapt to school/friend
relationships in Korea and had lower stress/strain than boys. Second, the children having shorter period of
residence in foreign country, lower adaptation ability to different culture and extrovert personality showed
higher socio-psychological adjustments after retuming to Korea. Third, the adjustment to school/friends was
influenced by period of residency in the foreign country, the experience of different culture, and extrovert
personality. The experience of different culture and exirovert personality effected stress/strain, and the

*o]

20003 FFEAZ AT Post-Doc. 78] Aol 213 R (krf-2000-CAN073),

o

pa=s
L

-175-



e P RIX]: X392 1%, 2001

adjustments to language/learning were influenced only by the experience of different culture. Lastly, the
experience of different culture was the most important variable influencing all 3 categories of socio-

psychological adjustments.

FH|ol(Key Words): £ 2314 Y(inter-cultural experience), A3 - Al2]d & -Lsocio-psychological
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