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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to explore a causal model of mother’s parenting and children’s locus of
control to self-control in elementary school children. The subjects were 582 children of 4th, 5th and 6th
grade. The instruments were Self-Control Rating Scale for Children, Locus of Control Scale for Children and
Parenting Scale.

The major findings of this study were as follows.

1) Children’s locus of control, mother’s warmth-acceptance and permissiveness-nonintervention, mother’s
education level and children’s sex predicted children’s self-control. 23% of the variance of children’s self-
control was explained by these variables.

2) Mother’s warmth-acceptance had a direct and an indirect positive effect through children’s locus of
control on children’s self-control and was the first contribution factor. Children’s locus of control had a first
direct effect on children’s self-control.

3) Mother's permissiveness-nonintervention had a direct and an indirect negative effect through children’s
locus of control on children’s self-control. Mother’s education level had a direct and an indirect effect through
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children’s locus of control on children’s self-control. Children'’s sex had a direct and an indirect effect through
mother’s rejection-restriction on children’s self-control. Mother's rejection-restriction had an indirect effect
through children’s locus of control on children’s self-control. Family income had an indirect effect through
mother’s parenting on children’s self-control. Father's education level had an indirect effect through mother’s
permissiveness- nonintervention on children’s self-control.
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