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golxo]d PCR 4HE& QlAquick PCR purification kit
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5 F-2eof] WHol7} dojt Ao = veltal, HAR(highly antigenic
region)oll A 15-91¢] WHol7} ot Ao 2 YElITHFig. 3).
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1 GAAGTTAAAC AGGAGAACCG GTTATTAAAT GAATCAGAAT CAAGTTCCCA GGGGTTACTA GGATACTATT
71 TTAGIGATIT GAATITTCAA GCACOCATSG TGGTTAQCTC TTCTACTACA GGGGATTTAT CTATICCTAG
141 TTCTGAGTTA GAAMTATTC CATCGGAAAA CCAATATTIT CM‘I'L‘TKT TTTGGTCAGG ATTTATCAA

9681 GAATTCAAGT ACGGTCGCAA TTGATCATTC ACTATCTCTA GCAGGGGAAA GAACTTOGGC TGAAACAA
1061 NTITMATA cmcmuw AGCAAGATTA AATOCCAATA TTAGATATGT AAATACTGOG ACGGCTCCAA
1121 TCT ACCAACG ACTTCGTTAS TGTTAGGAAA AAATCAAACA CTCGCGACAA H'MMM
1191 GGMMCCM TTMGNMA TACTTOCACC TAATAATTAT TATCCTICTA AMACTTGOC GCCAA
1261 TTAMTGCAC AAGACGATTT CAGTTCTACT CCAATTACAA TGAATTACAA TCAATTICTT GAG!TMMA
1331 AAACGAAACA ATTAAGATTA GATACGGAIC AAGTATATGG GAATATAGCA ACATACAATT TTGAAAATGG

1 AAGAGTGAGG GASTGAASTG TTAQCGCAAA AACTACACST
1471 ATCATTTTTA ATGGAAAAGA TTTAAATCTG GTAGAAAGOC GGATAGCHOC GGTTAATCCT AGTGATCCAT
1541 TAGAAACGAC TAAACCGGAT ATGACATTAA AAGAAGOCCT TAAAATAGCA TTIGGATTTA ACGAACCGAA

TGGAAACTTA T AACOGAATTT GATTTTAATT TCGATCAACA AACATCTCAA
16391 AATATCAAGA ATCAGTTAGC GGAATTAAAC GCAACTAACA TATATACTGT ATTAGATAAA ATCAAATTAA
1761 ATGCAAAAAT GAATATTTTA ATAAGAGATA AACGTTTTCA TTATGATAGA AATAACATAG CASTTGGOGC
1831 GGATGAGTCA GTAGTTAAGG AGGCTCATAG AGAASTAATT AATTCGTCAA CAGAGGGATT ATIGTTAAAT
1901 ATTGATAAGG ATATAAGAAA AATATTATCA GGTTATATIC TAGAAATTGA AGATACTGAA GGGCTTAAAG
1971 AAGTTATAAA TUACAGATAT GATATGTTGA ATATTICTAS TTTACGGCAA GATGGAAAAR CATTTATAGA
2041 TTTTAAAAM TATAATGATA AATTACCGTT ATATATAAGT AATCCCAATT ATAAGGTAAA TGTATATGCT
2171 GTTACTAAAG AAAACACTAT TATTAATCUT AGTGAGAATG GOGATACTAG TACCAACHGG ATCAAGAAAA
2241 TTTTAATCTT TTCTAARAAA GOCTATGAGA

1 -AAGTTAAAC AGGACAACCS GTTATTAAAT GAATCAGAAT CAASTTCCCA GGOGTTACTA GGATACTATY
GCACCCA

GAATTCAAGT
1051 GGTTTAAATA CCBCTGATAC AGCAAGATTA AATGCCAATA TTAGATATST AAATACTGGG ACGGCTCCAA
1121 TCTACAACGT GTTACCAACG ACTTOGTTAG TGTTAGGAAA AAATCAAACA CTCGOGACAA TTAAAGCTAA
1191 GGAAAACCAA TTAAGTCAAA TACTIGCADC TAATAATTAT TATCCTTCTA AMMACTTGOC GCCAATCGCA
1261 TTAAATGCAC AAGACGATTT CAGTTCTACT CCAATTACAA TGAATTACAA TCAATTTCTT GAGTTAGAAA
1331 AAACGAAACA ATTAAGATTA GATACGGATC AAGTATATOG GAATATAGCA ACATACAATT TTGAAAATGG
1401 AABAGTGARG GTGGATACAG GCTCGAACTG GABTGAAGTG TTACCGCAAA TTCAAGAAAC AACTGCACGT
1471 ATCATTTTTA ATGGAAAAGA TTTAAATCTG GTAGAAASGC GGATAGCUOC GGTTAATCCT AGTGATCCAT

1691 AATATCAAGA ATCAGTTAGC GGAATTAAAC GTAACTAACA TATATACTGT ATTAGATAAA ATCAAATTAA
1761 ATGCAMAAT GAATATTTTA ATAAGAGATA AACGTITICA ITATGATAGA AATAACATAG

1831 GGATGAGTCA GTAGTTAAGG AGGCTCATAG ABAASTAATT AATTCSTCAA CAGABGGATT ATTGTTAAAT
1901 ATTGATAAGG ATATAAGAAA AATATTATCA OGTTATATIC TAGAMTIGA AGATACTGAA DGGCTTAMAG
1971 AAGTTATAAA TGACAGATAT GATATGTTGA ATATTICTAG TTTACGGCAA GATGGAAAAA CATTTATAGA
2041 TTTTAAAAAA TATAATGATA AATTACCGTT ATATATAAGT AATCCCAATT ATAAGGTAAA TGTATATGCT
2171 GTTACTAAAS AAAACACTAT TATTAATCCT AGTGAGAATG GGGATACTAG TACCAACOGG ATCAAGAAAA
2241 TTTTAATCTT TTCTAAMAA GGCTATGAGA

AT pugA FRIRRR] FabE oA

1 GAAGTTAAAC ACGAGAACCG GTTATTAAAT GAATCAGAAT CAAGTTCCCA GGGGTTACTA GGATACTATT

71 TTAGTGATTT GAATTITCAA GCACCCATGG TGGTTACCTC TTCTACTACA GGGGATTTAT CTATTCCTAG
141 TTCTGAGTTA GAAAATATIC CATCGGAAAA CCAATATTTT CAATCTGCTA TTTOGTCAGG ATTTATCAAA
211 GTTAAGAAGA GTGATGAATA TACATTTGCT ACTTCCHCTG ATAATCATGT AACAATGTGS GTAGATGACC
281 AAGAASTGAT TAATAAAGCT TCTAATTICTA ACAMATCAG ATTAGAAAAA GGAAGATTAT ATCAAATAAA
351 AATTCAATAT CAACGAGAAA ATCCTACTGA AAAAGGATTG GATTTCAAGT TGTACTOUGAC CGATICTCAA
421 AATAAAAMAG MAGTGATTTC TAGTGATAAC TTACAATTGC CAGAATTAAA ACAAAMATCT TCGAACTCAA
451 GRAAAANICG AAGTACAAGT GCTGGACCTA COGTTCCAGA CXGTGACAAT GATGGAATCC CTGATTCATT
561 AGAGGTAGAA GGATATACGG TTGATGTCAA AAATAAAAGA ACTTTICTIT CACCATGGAT TTCTAATAIT
631 CATGAAAAGA ANGGATTAAC CAAATATAAM TCATCTCCTG AMMAATGGAG CACGGCTTCT GATCOGTACA
701 GTGATTTCGA AMAGGTTACA GBACSGATTG ATAAGAATGT ATCACCAGAG GCAAGACACT OCCTTGTGGC
771 AGCTTATCCS ATTGTACATG TAGATATGGA GAATATTATT CTCTCAAAAA ATGAGGATCA ATCCACACAG
841 AATACTGATA GTCAMOBAG AACAATAAGT AAAMATACTT CTACAAGTAS SACACATACT AGTGAAGTAC
911 ATOGAAATOC AGAAGTGCAT GCSTCGTICT TTGATATIGE TGOGAGTGTA TCTGCABGAT TTAGTAATTC
9681 GAATTCAAGT ACOGTCOCAA TTGATCATTC ACTATCICTA GCAGGGGAAA SAACTIGOGC TGAAACAATG
1051 GGTTTAMTA CQUCTGATAC AGCAAGATTA AATGCCAATA TTAGATATGT AAATACTGOG ACGECTOCAA
1121 TCTACAACGT GTTACCANCG ACTICGTTAG TGTTAGGAAA AMTCAAACA CTCOCGACAA TTAAAGCTAA

1191 GGAMAACCAA TACTTGCACC TAATAAITAT TATCCTICTA

1261 TGCAC AMSACGATTT CASTICTACT TTACAA TCAATTTCTT GAGTTAGAAA
1331 AAACGAAACA ATTAAGATTA GATACGGATC AAGTATATGG GAATATAGCA ACATACAATT TTGAAAATGGC
1401 GAGTGAANGTG

1471 ATCATTTTTA ATGGAAMGA TTTAAATCTS GTAGAAAGOC GGATAGCHGC GGTTAATCCT AGTGATCCAT
1541 T. TAAACCOOAT ATEACAITM TMAHM!:A TTIOGATTTA ACGAACCGAA
1611 TGGAAACTTA CAATATCAAG GATTTT. AR

GGAAAGACAT AATT TCGATCAACA AACATCTC

1651 AATATCAAGA ATCAGTTAGC GGAATTAAAC GMMCA TATATACTST ATTAGATAAA ATCAAATTAA
1761 ATGCAAMAAT GAATATTITA ATAAGAGATA AACGTTITCA TTATGATAGA AATAACATAG CAGTTGGSGC
1831 GGATGABTCA GTAGTTAAGG AGGCTCATAS AGAAGTAATT AATTOGTCAA CAGAGOGATT ATTGTTAAAT
1901 ATTGATAAGG ATATAAGAAA AATATTATCA OGTTATATIG TAGAAATTGA AGATACTGAA GGGCTTAAAG
1971 AAGTTATAAA TGACAGATAT GATATGTTGA ATATTTCTAG TTTACGGCAA GATGGAAAAA CATTTATAGA
2041 TITTAAAAAA TATAATGATA AATTACCGTT ATATATAAGT AATCCCAATT ATAAGGTAAA TGTATATGCT
2171 GTTACTAAAG AMMACACTAT TATTAATCCT AGTGAGAATG GGGATACTAG TACCAACGGG ATCAAGAAAA
2241 TTTTAATCTT TTCTAAAAAA GGCTATGAGA

1 GAAGTTAAAC AGGAGAANCCG GTTATTAAAT GAATCACAAT CAAGITCCCA GGGGTIACTA GGATACTAIT
71 TTAGTGATTT GAATTTTCAA GCACCCATGG TGGTTACCTC TTCTACTACA GGGGATTTAT CTATTCCTAG
141 AGTTA GAAAATATTC CATCSGAAAA CCAATATTTT CAATCTGCTA TTIGGICAGS ATTTATCAAA
211 GTTAAGAAGA GTGATGAATA TACATTTOCT ACTTCCUCTG ATAATCATGT AACAATGTGS GTAGATGACC
281 AAGMGTGAT TAATAAAGCT TCTAATTCTA ACAAMATCAG ATTAGAAAAA %MGMTAT ATCAMATAAA

OCCTTGTGEC
771 ASCTTATCCG ATTGTACATG TAGATATGGA GAATATTATT CICTCAAAAA ATGAGGATCA ATCCACACAG
841 AATACTGATA GTCAAACGAG AACAATAAGT AAAMTACTT CTACAAGTAG GACACATACT AGTGAAGTAC
911 ATGGAAATGC AGAAGTGCAT GCGTCGTICT TIGATATIOG TGGGAGTGTA TCTGCAGGAT TTAGTAATIC
981 GAATTCAAGT ACGGTUGCAA TTGATCATIC ACTATCICTA GCAGGGGAAA GAACTIGGGC TGAAACAATG
1051 GGTTTAAATA CCGCTGATAC AGCAAGATTA AATGCCAATA TTAGATATGT AAATACTGGG ACGGCTCCAA
1121 TCTACAACGT GTTACCAACG ACTTCGTTAG TGTTAGGAAA AAATCAAACA CTCSCGACAA TTAMGCTAA
1191 GGAMACCAA TTAAGTCAAA TACTTGCACC TAATAATTAT TATCCTTCTA AAAACTIGGC GCCAATCGCA
1261 TTAMTOCAC AAGACGATTT CAGTTCTACT CCAATTACAA TGAATTACAA TCAATTICTT GAGTTAGAAA
1331 AAACGAAACA ATTAAGATTA GATACGGATC MGTATATN GAATATAGCA ACATACAATT TTGAAAATGG
1401 AAGAGTGAGG GTGGATACAG GCTCGAACTG GAGTGAAGTG TTAQUGCAAA TTCAAGAAAC AACTGCACGT
1471 ATCATTTITA ATGGAAAAGA TTTAAATCTG GTAGAAAGGC GGATAGOGGC GGTTAATCCT AGTGATUCAT
1541 TAGAAACGAC TAAACCGUAT ATGACATTAA AAGAAGCCCT TAAAATAGCA TTTGGATTTA ACGAACCGAA
1611 TGGAAACTTA CAATATCAAG GGAAAGACAT AACCGAATTT GATTITAATT TOGATCAACA AACATCTCAA
1691 AATATCAAGA ATCAGTTAGC GGAATTAAAC GCAACTAACA TATATACTGT ATTAGATAAA ATCAAATTAA
1761 ATGCAAMAT BMTATTHA ATAAGAGATA AACGTTITCA TTATGATAGA AATAACATAG CAGTTGOGGC
1831 GGATBAGTCA GTAGTTAASG AGGCTCATAS AGAAGTAATT AATTCGTCAA CAGAGGGATT ATTGITAAAT
1901 ATIGATAAGG ATATMGMA MATATTATCA GGTTATATTG TAGAMATTGA AGATACTGAN GGUOCTTAMG
1971 AAGTTATAAA TGACAGATAT GATATOTTGA ATATTTCTAG TTTACGGCAA GATGGAAAAA CATTTATAGA
2041 TTTTAAMAAA TATAATGATA AATTACCGTT ATATATAAGT AATCCCAATT ATAAGGTAAA TGTATATGCT
2171 GITACTAAAG AAAACACTAT TATTAATCCT AGTGAGAATG GUGATACTAG TACCAACGGG ATCAAGAARA
2241 TTTTAATCTT TTCTAAAAAA GGCTATGASA
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Fig. 1. DNA sequence of protective antigen from B. anthracis in this study. A, B. anthracis ATCC 14185; B, B. anthracis ATCC 14578; C, B.

anthracis BAK; D. B. anthracis BAH.

1991 2000 2881 2890 3491 3500 3601 3610

22589 ( pag) TGGTIACET] EAACTAACH]
AF268967 TGGTTACHRTO BEAACTAACA
AF306783(BA1024) TGETTACHT] CBAACTAACA
AF306782 TEGTTACHTO BIAACTAACA
AF306781(33) TGETTACHTd CAACTAACH
AF306780(BA1035) TGGTTACRT] CGAACCGAA} CAACTAACA
AF306779(28) TGETTACCT] hcanocoad] oaacBac
AF306778 TGGTTACCTd ACGAACCGAM ECAACTARCA

BAH TGGTTACCTd SCAACTAACA

BAK TGGTTACHT] SEAACTAACH

BA14185 IGETTACCT] [FEAACTAACA

BA14578 rGGTTACCT] CTAAC

Fig. 2. Comparison of the DNA sequence for protective antigens from
several B. anthrais. AF268967. AF306783. AF306782, AF306781,
AF306780, AF306779 and AF306778 are based on the pagA sequence
from known strains: NCBI database accession number. BAH, B.
anthracis isolated in Hongsung: BAK, B. anthracis isolated in
Kyeongju. ATCCI14185 and ATCC14578. ATCC catalog number for
B. anthrucis, dark square is variation region.

Table 1. Identified mutations of protective antigen from B. anthracis

Mutation Korea I\lii:{izt;geB ase change Frequency® Arcr;]j:]?gicid
1 BAK 1891 G==C 1/30 E=Q
2 BAK 1998 C=T 21730 Synonymous
3 - 2883 G—=A 1730 Synonymous
4 - 3481 T=»C NA? F=1L
5 - 3496 C=T 3/30 P=3S
6 BAK 3602 C=T 20/30 A=V
7 - 3606 T=>C 1/30 Synonymous
8 - 3672 A=>G NA Synonymous

“Nucleotide positions are based on the 4,235 bp pXO1 sequence from
Sterne strain, NCBI GenBank accession number M22589, containing

pag in its entirety,
"NA., not applicable.

“Total frequency contains Price er «l.’s(14) data and those of this study.
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Fig. 3. Mutation of pagA from B. anthracis BAK and B. anthracis
BAH. pagA is cleaved by a furin-like protease into PA20 (a 20 kDa N-
terminal fragment of PA) and PA63 (a 63 kDa C-terminal fragment of
PA). S, region of gene that codes for cleaved signal region; vertical
arrows, mutations (1~9, described in Table 1); HAR, highly antigenic
region important to LF binding (12,13); aas, amino acid sequence
(amino acid positions are based on the 735 amino acid sequence PA
from Sterne strain, accession no. 2914135); Dom, domain; CON is
taken from Price et al. (14).

OfO[ - APMed HH W 24

B. anthracis BAKS®} B. anthracis BAH 18]35l B. anthracis
ATCC14185 @ B. anthracis ATCC145782] pagA T3 A+<]
DNA 2714 ¥Fig. HH otvlxit 848§t A3, B anthracis
BAKOIAl pagAe] ol =4 E(NCBI Entrez, accession no.
P13423)2] 308(Glu=>Gln), 6009 (Ala=Val) o}r)Atell A g
3l B. anthracis ATCC14578% 600H (Ala=Val) o}m|x=2bol| ] 1
o|7} E<l=tk(Table 1). 53], Price S(14)9] Ao|A feh}
% B. anthracis BAKS} B. anthracis ATCC145780014] PAGHY 2l
7 LFFo] A3l Fa% §920 domain 3914 600% 5
olu]i=Atel Alao] valeZ AEOEM HAR 99 ¢F 190
A AT JIFEE sk B oE YERTHIZ).

Table 2. PA genotypes and phenotypes identified in this study
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ST X3 (genotype)Oil 2|t protective antigen2| 25

Table 29114 B3] ZAHH pagd Al A o]zt dofut
AL E EHE 107HA] 2522 pagA®] 7302188 A3}
BAT S EF3HY. = pagdolA] Hol7t dojt § B9(Fig. 3)
= ZHo] 2| oA widsle EFstAthTable 2). B. anthracis
BAKT group IX, B. anthracis BAHT group 1 18]l B
anthracis ATCC145782 group X0 2 7]£9] Price 5(14)° 2|3l
A BHE FEAZH dRISAE gdeu, B anthracis
ATCC14185= genotype group 17} Y25} THTable 2).

F# & (phenotype)0i| 2|8} protective antigen| 25

Table 1914 RAZ Wolr} dovt 8 K9] F vhekgh &Aat
oA WHol7} vehd 4, 5, 6¥lA] VMG oppihE T
FO2 pagadllXe] THE S ARSI BAT-& ERFSAT. &,
Hol W7t & 4, 5, oA Ho| 4r1E opn|=ito 2 1)
Efl & olm|indhg gt A SRE ®7)8t 3R op]iike
1A BAE-S el B anthracis BAKS} B. anthracis
ATCC145782- FPV, 18]al B. anthracis BAH®} B. anthracis
ATCC14185% FPAZ ¥R Price 5(14)9] 2o} B A9
o] A3E FPAE 6/30, FPVE 14/30 1)1 FSVE 3/302]
E2 VERGTH Table 2).

A S U e B4 (cladistic analysis)

ghAde] AT R4S 95t £ 484 ¥ B
anthracis BAK, B. anthracis BAH, B. anthracis ATCC14185 &
B. anthracis ATCC14578 9] pagA 32} |71 Fig. 1) 7]
Z#2] NCBI GenBank database @] AF268967, AF306783,
AF306782, AF306781, AF306780, AF306779 2 AF306778¢]
B3 ¥ B anthracis®] pagA XS] G7IMLHEA
Multalin version 54.1 T2 2388 Al&3le] B8} ¥THFig. 2).
283l AF306783, AF306781, AF306780 2 AF306779+ Price

. s P
PA genotype PA phenotype® S;‘L‘:Xfy‘ﬁ " 3 3 2 Mutation S p Z g
I FPA 6/30 G C G T(F) Cc®) C(A) T A
II FPA 1730 G C G T(F) CP) C(A) C A
mI FPA 2/30 G T A T(F) CP) C(A) T A
v FPA 1/30 G T G T(F) CP) C(A) T A
\% FPV 14/30 G T G T(F) C®) T(V) T A
VI FSV 3/30 G T - C(L) T(S) T(V) T A
VII LPA NA® - - - T(F) CP) C(A) T A
VIII FPA NA - - G T(F) CP) CA) T G
X FPV 1/30 C T G T(F) CP) T(V) T A
X FPV 1/30 G C G T(F) C®P T(V) T A

“Designated by the single-letter designation of the three amino acids shown to vary.

*Described in Table 1.
“NA, not applicable
“Total frequency contains Price et al.’s(14) data and those of this study.
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Table 3. Classification of Bacillus anthracis strains
Strain Geo%r:gg;t(i):ngm or Diversity groupa PA genotypeb PA phenotypec Source

BA0O52 Jamaica Sterne-Ames 1 FPA Price et al.(14)
BA1087 Scotland Sterne-Ames 1 FPA Price er al.(14)
J611 Indonesia Sterne-Ames | FPA Price et al.(14)
BA1031 South Africa Sterne-Ames I FPA Price et al.(14)
BA1043 South Africa Sterne-Ames I FPA Price et al.(14)
28 Ohio Sterne-Ames I FPA Price ef al.(14)
MOZ-3 Mozambique Southern Africa 1 FPA Price er al.(14)
BA1035 South Africa Southern Africa I FPA Price er al.(14)
33 South Africa Southern Africa v FPA Price et al.(14)
A24 Slovakia Southern Africa \% FPV Price er al.(14)
K20 South Africa(Kruger) Kruger A% FPV Price er al.(14)
26/05/94 Zambia Kruger \Y% FPV Price et al.(14)
BAI1033 South Africa WNA A% FPV Price er al.(14)
BA1017 Haiti WNA v FPV Price et al.(14)
BAIOIS Maryland WNA \Y% FPV Price et al.(14)
93-194C Canada WNA \Y% FPV Price et al.(14)
93-195C-8 Canada WNA A% FPV Price et al.(14)
BA1040 Colorado WNA \Y% FPV Price er al.(14)
BA1007 lowa WNA \Y% FPV Price et al.(14)
2/6 Turkey WNA \Y% FPV Price er al (14)
Pak-2 Pakistan WNA \Y% FPV Price et al.(14)
STI-1 Russianvaccine strain WNA \% FPV Price et al.(14)
F-1 South Korea Vollum v FPV Price et al.(14)
BA1024 Ireland Vollum VI FSV Price et al.(14)
ASC-3 United Kingdom Vollum Vi FSV Price et al .(14)
BA1009 Pakistan Vollum Vi FSV Price er al.(14)
BA14185 ATCC - I FPA This study
BA14578 ATCC - X FPV This study
BAK South Korea - IX FPV This study
BAH South Korea - [ FPA This study

“Diversity designations are consistent with those described by Keim et al. (1997).

*Described in Table 2.

“Designated by the single-letter designations of the three amino acids shown to vary in this study.

WNA, Western North America

S(14)0] AT toFd Bl AME3E B anthracis BA1024, pagh .

33, BA1035 2 28 759 pagd FAA A7IMLS HlwSAT g s : S | |

(Tt 3), R N S

AFAISH 02 B anthracis ATCCI4185%} B. anthracis ATCC14578 —————— : ; !

BAHE v]-%- 250} glo] §AFo] %01, B anthracis 287 weere " : f

B. anthracis ATCCl45783% = 83 7oz ekt B o 6762 " ! ‘ ;

anthracis BAK B. anthracis BA10248} 233k Ao g Axr} :ggg;gg ' }

UERATHFig. 4).
o

S PAS) Wiolsh T ShEslsha Al S ol
of e A WA FA4T 1SS olset lol B

Fig. 4. Comparison of the DNA sequence for protective antigen,
AF268967, AF306783, AF306782, AF306781, AF306780, AF306779
and AF306778 are based on the pagA sequence from known strains,
NCBI database accession number; BAH, B. anthracis isolated in
Hongsung; BAK, B. anthrucis isolated in Kyeongju; ATCC14185 and
ATCC14578, ATCC catalog number for B. anthracis.
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f3jct

£ AFNAE Price 5(14)2] AT AHE ZAHZE I =
Nx AR B anthracis BAKS}: B. anthracis BAH 18]3L B.
anthracis ATCC14185 2 B. anthracis ATCC145782] 2,294 bp
9l pag §7A2] DNA Q7 |MES B8 &, 71&9] 853 &
A 26 @} vl BAEe REEIF FHAAF R @ATE
stk

EFA T 30 TFERE 8 279 HEHe)(point mutation)7}
B, O]EL& 4 £5F2] missense mutation¥} 4 FF2]
silent mutation®] Yol Aoz FelE ¢ tH(Table 1). Missense
mutation= T2 LF ZAEF2e} highly antigenic region
(HAR) 7}71o] 12|89 thFig. 3). 19961 Little 5(12)2 ©&
2344 Ao A PA o}m|iA} Tle-5813% Asn-601 A}o]$] epitope
o] A3l (blocking)=lo1d 7-5-0) PAS}H LF7} AA 02 Agtst
2] 23htha Hardlg e, o] B9lolA missense mutation®] 3
2 dolyirhFig. 3). o] FH-o Edrlols BAT el
S & Zlog Al oty B. anthracis BAKS] 3% pag
F207} 30624 B719] HEdmelrt s ofrl=it 6000
#)9] alanine©] valine2 2 WE T, ol2fF F2F W=
Sl8) %% ol LRsh PAS) 2ol B FE A0 HQl
ti(12,14). B. anthracis BAHT type strain)  B. anthracis
ATCC141859} Hlmale] wolr} Qe AesE EAE T} Price
Z(14)0] §=olA B2d B. anthracis F-19] pag 3=} 3496
Wl A7) HEDHEO|C = T)e PA ol)x2t seel =2
proline-% serine©.2 HHZo] missense mutation®] Yo %tH Table
3). o] FFol X Tl A ¥ (folding)oll BHSHA B E T
24 ol Ak proline®] A o} ARQ) serine S E
missense mutation®] Yt T+ PATHEZES] domain 39] 33}
T30l FEE F Ao = AZHHEThIS).

ghxdo] AlgEAEEQ] B4 drke oA EE o B
anthracis BAK® B. anthracis BAHY pagA 734 DNA $7]
gL FYsA| gt o|#g Axk= B. anthracis BAKS} B.
anthracis BAH G414 DNAS] RAPD &40z F 59|
DNA HH= o9} Zfol7) ode-S ¥l 2t WlaLslas 729,
el A dbaEo)d ghAl el A pXOl Eekv=e] A1)
olEe Qe AHow MAHC =, B anthracis BAKS} B.
anthracis BAH 7 #5¢] RAPD £4-8 B3} genomic DNA
o] 2o)E FRIFIH L, olF wF2 pXOlolX paga 9] ®olE
uhgl 2 HA7EA AAE RG] dEglol 7HE EAHIETH
Hol7} gl Ao A#R gAwolA Holrt &g Aojal,
AT 7re] Zehav]=e] o)F-2 givkal dET) BSo] ¥
Had a4 F 7P F et deizl PAdIA 9] Wole MR
7re] WA AbolE vehd Ao 2 Algd)

B. anthracis BAK, B. anthracis BAH 2 B. anthracis F-1-&
missense mutation® 2 €15 M= thE pA @¥iE 1FRE V1A
ThTable 3). ©]#13 ghA7 PAQ] Wo] £A42 ©AT PAA
missense mutation®] VFERE olu):2ta} pag FEAIAA HEA
Hol7} Yot RS 7For FHY Y FARYPo R ehAT
& BEF3R= Aol 7hsditin Attt BAdE 2P
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ABSTRACT : Molecular Diversity of pagA Gene from Bacillus anthracis

Seong-Joo Kim, Key-Sung Cho, Yong-Keel, Choi', and Young-Gyu Chai*(Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Hanyang University, 1271, Sa-1 Dong, Ansan 425-791,
'Department of Biology, Hanyang University, Haengdang-dong, Sungdong-gu, Seoul 133-791,

Korea)

Bacillus anthracis is a gram-positive spore-forming bacterium that causes the disease anthrax. The anthrax
toxin contains three components, including the protective antigen (PA), which binds to eucaryotic cell sur-
face receptors and mediates the transport of toxins into the cell. In this study, the entire 2,294-nucleotide pro-
tective antigen gene (pag) was sequenced from 4 of B. anthracis strains to identify potential variation in the
toxin and to further our understanding of B. anthracis evolution in Korea. Sequence alignment of the entire
PA gene from 30 strains representative of the four B. anthracis diversity groups revealed mutations. The
mutation of B. anthracis BAK are located adjacent to a highly antigenic region crossing the junction between
PA domains 3 and 4 shown to be critical to LF binding. The different mutational combinations observed in
this study give rise to 11 PA genotypes and 4 PA phenotypes. Three-dimensional analysis of all the amino
acid changes (Ala to Val) observed in B. anthracis BAK indicated that these changes are not only close
sequentially but also very close in three-dimensional space to the antigenic region important for LF binding.
Phylogenetic (cladistic) analysis of the pag corresponded with previous strain grouping based on chro-
mosomal variation, suggesting that plasmid evolution in B. anthracis has occurred with little or no horizontal

transfer between the different strains.



