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Fig. 1. Interactions between soil, organic pollutants, and
indigenous microorganisms determine the bioavailability of
the pollutants in the environment.
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Fig. 2. Time-dependent sorption of organic pollutants from
aqueous phase to solid particles and its chemical and
biological consequences.
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Fig. 3. Spatial distribution of sorbed and aged organic
fractions with the increased residence time of organic
pollutants in soil. Dashed arrows denote very limited mass
transfer between the two fractions.
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Fig. 4. Concept of environmentally acceptable endpoint and
its application on the establishment of remediation goal and
site closure. Solid line represents the current regulation level
based on chemical extractability and dashed line dose a
potential remediation goal based on bioavailability.
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Fig. 5. Application of bioavailability concept on the
determination of clean-up priority. Risk (realistic hazard) can
be different from the total concentration depending on
bioavailability. Dashed line denotes a hypothetical regulation
level.
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