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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate and make comparison of brand images of men's wear
brands and women's wear brands targeting middle—aged people or older people. Thus, the study could be
an exploratory study to search apparel niche—market for middle—aged or older consumers,

The questionnaire consisted of questions on 28 brand image. The subjects were to evaluate their brand
images and rate on 5 point Likert—type scales of 28 adjectives. Most of the subjects were designers or
merchandisers who worked for men' wear brands or women's wear brands. The SPSS/WIN Program
was used to calculate frequency, t—test, and cluster analysis,

The results from the study were as follow:

1) The common images which men's wear brands and women's wear brands strongly pursued were
prestigious, luxurious,

2) Each 37 men's wear brands and 36 women's wear brands were clustered into one groups by brand
images. The common images included in first clusters of men's wear and woman's wear brands consisted
of prestigious, luxurious, formal, comfort, and conservative. This market needs to be more segmented by
differentiated brand images.

Key words: clothing for middle aged or elderly females and males, brand image;
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