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Why is Geomancy an Important Research Topic for the Korean Geographers?

Hong-key Yoon*
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Abstract : Geomancy (feng-shui in Chinese and Pungsu in Korean) has had a significant impact on the Korean
culture and is still practiced by many Koreans. This art is thought to have originated from the early Chinese
people’s search for an ideal site for preparing a cave dwelling. Ever since geomancy was introduced to Korea, it
has been a crucial factor in the development of the Korean cultural landscape and the Korean geomentality.

The current tendency of avoiding research into geomancy by the Korean geographers might have developed
from their desire to avoid wrongly labeling themselves as geomancers and their discipline as geomancy studies.
The geographer’s aim of studying geomancy is not to prove the truthfulness of geomantic doctrines, but is to
document and explain the impact of geomancy on the Korean culture.

Key Words : geomancy, geomancers, Korean culture, geographers, geomentality
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