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{Abstract)

The purpose of this research was to identify and to compare stereotypes toward
the elderly held by adolescents and middle-aged adults. Stereotypes toward the elderly
were examined at two levels: to assess students’ and middle-aged adults’ beliefs about
the traits of the elderly and to categorize the traits into stereotypes. Traits groupings
were analyzed with hierarchical cluster analysis.

The main results of this study were as follows:

First, both adolescents and middle-aged adults believed the negative stereotypes
were more characteristic of the elderly than the positive ones. Second, middle-aged
adults reported more complex negative stereotype sets of the elderly than adolescents.
Third, Adolescents reported even more negative physical appearance traits of elderly
persons than the middle-aged. Fourth, the traits endorsed as characteristics of elderly
persons were often contradictory within two age groups. For example, adolescents
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perceived “sacrifice”as a positive trait of

perceived it as a negative one.
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