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The Citizen Plaza Design around the 1st Korean Postal
Building, ‘Woojeongchongkuk’

Kim, Sung-Kyun

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

This paper presents a landscape design for the citizen plaza around the *Woojeongchongkuk”(the 1st
Korean postal building) where the “Gapsinjeongbyeon”(1884 coup d’état) occurred and which was once
used as the “Jeoncoigam”(a palace hospital). The site is located in 39 Kyeonji-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoui,
and of which area is about 2,013m?,

The landscape design goals are to build traditional spaces which fit the traditional buildings and
where people feel the old atmosphere; to build interesting spaces where people can learn the post and
telegraphic history; and te build nature-friendly green rest spaces in the city.

To achieve these goals, symbolic, traditional, educationat, historical, and environmentally -friendly
concepts are developed. With this concept the space is divided into two axis of the post and telegraph of
Korea. Along the two axis the Postage Stamp “Madang”(yard), the Letter Garden, the Telegraphic
“Ddeul”(garden), the Communication Plaza, and the “Jeoneoigam”(old palace hospital) and the
“Gapsinjeongbyeon™(1884 coup d’état) Memorial Place are arranged. The Postal Stamp Madang which
symbolizes the first Korean postage stamp is a space for studying history and evolution of stamps in
Korea. The Letter Garden which symbolizes and formalizes a letter paper is composed with white
bamboo trees which are planted linearly and long granite benches on which famous letters are carved. In
the Telegraphic Ddeul which symbolizes the telegraph, the history of the telegraphic instrument and the
telephone is exhibited. In the Communication Plaza which symbolizes fuure post and telegraph service
extending to the world, the images of satellite communication, internet, webmail etc. are exhibited. The
Jeoneoigan, and the Gapsinjeongbyeon Memorial Place is for memorializing the historic place and
events, Throughout the whole place, various models and ceramic picture tiles about the post and
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telegraph are exhibited for effective education. In conclusion, sustainable management schemes for the

site are suggested.

Key Words : Citizen Park Design, Postal Theme Park Design, Memorial Space Design, The 15t

Korean Postal Building, Woojeongchongkuk
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